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before they are half used up. If they had an
abundance of gold and silver, they would
not know what to do with it. Are not the
people reaching after that which does not
belong to them? That is the reason why the
whole world do not receive the Gospel; it
is too low and humble for them. They are
looking after something in the future; they
are like the fool, whose eyes are wandering
to the ends of the earth; like some of the
Elders who rise here to preach and want to
tell what is going to be in the millennium,
and what has been long before the creation
of the world, but never think of inquir-
ing as to their duty today. Learn first to
obtain power over the smaller objects and
principles around you. Learn to control
yourselves and that which is immediately
around you, and always keep in view that
the animal, vegetable, and mineral king-
doms—the earth and its fulness—will all,
except the children of men, abide their cre-
ation—the law by which they were made,
and will receive their exaltation.

Who will possess the earth and the ful-
ness thereof? Will those who love money,
and who barter their lives and their hopes
of salvation for a little gold? Those who
love it in its present existence will perish.
Gold is one of the most refined metals,
and mankind have to be tried like gold
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that has passed seven times through the
crucible, making it a little hotter each time,
until the metal is as pure as it can be. Who
will possess it? Who will possess the earth
and all its fulness? Will it not be those
whom the Lord has reserved to this honor?
And they will come upon Mount Zion as
saviors, to labor through the millennium to
save others.

Are the Elders able to correct a person
when he is wrong, without having personal
feelings? You are not as you should be, un-
less you can correct every person you know
to be wrong, without having personal ill
feelings against them. If you cannot possess
gold and silver without having one parti-
cle of love for it, you are not as you must
learn to be. All that a man should have in
his heart with regard to goods, and chattels,
and possessions on the earth, is to know of
the Lord what to do with them. If I do a
wrong, let me correct that wrong, and be-
come right; if I see a wrong in my neigh-
bor, correct that, and remove the fault
from him, and give him something better.
The object of the Elders of Israel ought to
be to glorify God and sanctify their feelings
and affections before him. If we have any-
thing else in our hearts, it is wrong: con-
tending one with another is wrong.

May God bless you, brethren! Amen.
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