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justice and mercy of God must have

their demands. Let everything have its

place and its just due, both the good

and the evil; and we will not curse the

wicked, for they are already cursed; the

wrath of the Almighty does not slum-

ber upon their track; their condition is

lamentable. They live and flourish, and

may have a few days of prosperity, as the

enemies of the Prophets did anciently.

They flourish like a green bay tree, and

may so flourish for a few days; but they

will become withered and dried and pre-

pared to be cast into the fire, while the

kingdom of God will stand; and if we do

not remain faithful, others will take our

places.

This is the kingdom of God, set up for

the last time; and whosoever persecutes

it persecutes the Son of God and the Fa-

ther who sent him. Here is the Priest-

hood (the keys of power and wisdom)

that unlocks the storehouse of knowl-

edge. These keys and this power the

world know nothing of. It is marvelous

to the world that the things that are

known here—the very things that God

reveals here—are often at once known

by portions of this kingdom in other na-

tions. To many it is marvelous that in-

telligence can be so rapidly communi-

cated by means of the electromagnetic

telegraph, but our method of communi-

cation is from heaven.

We know and understand the nations

of the earth, the power by which they

exist, and their rise and downfall: the

facts are before us. Reflect upon those

powerful nations that have existed, but

are now nationally as though they had

never been: so it will be with the nations

that now exist—they will pass away, oth-

ers will come, and God will reign King of

nations as he now does King of Saints.

It is a glorious thought, my brethren—

a thought that should touch the heart

of every being on the face of this

earth, that God is going to reign Lord of

lords and King of kings—that he is com-

ing to the earth again. His kingdom is

growing, and his grace is bestowed upon

his children, and they are coming to un-

derstanding and growing in grace.

It is not pleasing to a potter, after

he has a batch of clay mixed, ground,

and made smooth and pliable for work-

ing into vessels, to have an apprentice

throw rough, unbroken, unground stuff

into the prepared clay; but, compara-

tively speaking, we have to bear this.

When we are getting the clay into fine

condition, a mass of unprepared mate-

rial is mixed up with it, and it is our busi-

ness to continue to grind, to prepare the

whole of the mass together. I suppose the

Lord wants to prepare all the good clay

that can be found upon the face of the

earth, that when he comes he can make

up his jewels. Then you who have oil in

your vessels will go and meet the Bride-

groom. Are we going to be prepared?

Let every soul of us strive to be found

among those who will be counted wise at

his coming, for we can go into the high-

ways and hedges and find plenty of the

foolish. Let us try to be wise—to obey

the servants and commandments of the

Almighty, doing his will continually, that

we may be prepared to enter at the mar-

riage supper.

The scripture concerning the five

wise and five foolish virgins will be ful-

filled, as will also the revelation that

was given to Joseph about the nations

breaking to shivers. I wish some of

the world's learned theologians would

tell us what became of the foolish vir-

gins. Call up the wisdom and knowl-

edge there is in Christendom, and learn

whether they can tell anything about

those foolish virgins. I have not time

now to tell what became of them, but I

think they did not go to the bottom of

the bottomless pit. Is it not a glorious


