PERSECUTION—THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC.

thought that there are kingdoms, man-
sions of glory, and comfortable habitations
prepared for all the sons and daughters of
Adam, except the sons of perdition? All
will not have part in the first resurrection,
and perhaps many will not appear in the
second; but all will be resurrected, and,
except the sons of perdition, enter king-
doms, the least of which I presume is more
glorious than ever John Wesley saw in vi-
sion. All the inhabitants of the earth will
enter a glory, except the sons of perdition,
or angels to the Devil. But where will they
dwell? What shall be their fate before they
are prepared for a kingdom of glory? They
will be cast into prison, and there remain
until they have paid the debt they have
contracted; wherefore it is better to make
peace with the officer while in the way with
him, as Jesus has said. After they have been
thrust into prison and paid the uttermost
farthing, then perhaps they will receive a
life, a glory, a kingdom that will be in ac-
cordance with their feelings, desires, and
doings while they were on the earth.

The kingdom that this people are in
pertains to the celestial kingdom; it is a
kingdom in which we can prepare to go
into the presence of the Father and the
Son. Then let us live to inherit that glory.
God has promised you, Jesus has prom-
ised you, and the Apostles and Prophets
of old and of our day have promised you
that you shall be rewarded according to
all you can desire in righteousness be-
fore the Lord, if you live for that reward.
As Patriarch Joseph Smith, the father
of Joseph the Prophet, said—“If I have
not promised blessings enough on your
head, and stated enough in the blessing I
have given you, sit down and write every
good thing you can think of, and every
good thing your neighbor can think
of, and put all into your blessing, and
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I will sign it and promise the whole to you,
if you will only live for it.” But suppose a
person does not live for the promised bless-
ings, will he receive them? No. And we
say to the Elders of Israel, Be faithful, and
you shall see the day when you will have
all the power you can wield and manage to
advantage. I can call Thos. B. Marsh, who
is now in the congregation, to witness: he
was once the President of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles. Soon after the selec-
tion of that Quorum, brother Marsh felt to
complain. I said to him, brother Thomas,
if we are faithful, we will see the day, in the
midst of this people, that we will have all
the power that we shall know how to wield
before God. I call him to witness if I have
not already seen that day. Look at the rest
of my brethren, and have they not all the
power they can wield?

Brother Hyde, in his remarks, spoke
about the voice of God at a certain time.
I could tell many incidents relating to that
circumstance, which he did not take time
to relate. We were in his house, which was
some ten or twelve feet square. The houses
in the neighborhood shook, or, if they did
not, the people thought they did, for they
ran together and inquired whether there
had been an earthquake. We told them
that the voice of God had reached the
earth—that they need not be afraid; it was
the power of God. This and other events
have transpired to satisfy the people—you,
and all who belong to the Church and
kingdom of God upon the earth.

When I met Sidney Rigdon, east
of the temple in Nauvoo, I knew then
what I now know concerning the or-
ganization of the Church, though I
had told no man of it. I revealed it to
no living being, until the pioneers to
this valley were returning to Winter
Quarters. Brother Wilford Woodruff
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