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a lack of desire to magnify the

Priesthood—to honor my God—to

promote his cause—to build up his

kingdom—to increase the happiness of

his subjects; but it is ignorance or weak-

ness.

When I reflect upon the past and con-

trast it with the present so far as I my-

self am concerned, I can occasionally dis-

cover the weakness of my faculties and

perceive hindrances to their exercise. I

do not know that this is anything pe-

culiar or strange, but I can say that

my heart rejoices in the things of God.

When I hear the things of the kingdom

and the truths of the Gospel—those that

are old to you and me—though we have

heard those truths sounded in our ears

at different times in our lives, they are

still precious and cheering to our hearts,

refreshing to our intellects, brightening

up our hopes, encouraging our spirits,

awakening in us charity and love to-

wards our God and towards his crea-

tures, stimulating us to love our religion,

and render ourselves worthy of that ev-

erlasting Father who has produced us,

and who has sent us forth upon this

earth to gain an experience and to prove

ourselves here in the flesh.

When we contemplate these things

that have been revealed, the purposes

of our Father in heaven concerning his

creatures, his magnanimity, his exten-

sive preparations for the happiness and

the exaltation of those intelligent be-

ings, to give unto them all that they

are capable of receiving, and to stim-

ulate them by every possible induce-

ment to faithfulness, to glory, and to

exaltation—when we reflect upon these

things, they are calculated, if we are

able to appreciate that which is sub-

lime, that which is ennobling, that which

is Godlike and glorious, they are cal-

culated to inspire in every heart a

good degree of affection and love to our

Heavenly Father, and also obedience to

his will, and at the same time to in-

spire in us a love for each other, and to

all that part of his creatures who are

created in the image of our Father, and

who are called and destined to inherit

eternal life, or, in other words, to pre-

serve their identity forever and forever;

and the whole subject of the Gospel of

salvation and the principles which are

revealed for the guidance of mankind

here in the flesh are designed and cal-

culated in their nature to cement the

hearts of the children of men together, to

make them see and feel that they are one

family—that their duties to each other

are those of common brotherhood. We

must learn to know that in serving each

other here in the flesh, we serve our God,

promote his glory; and in that we pro-

mote the happiness, glory, and exaltation

of his children, our brethren and sisters.

It is by mental improvement and spir-

itual advancement that we increase our

happiness, and by the enlargement of

our understanding we increase in light,

virtue, and intelligence. So, by bring-

ing before the understanding of men the

truths of heaven, we inspire them with

love for the truth—a love of goodness

and integrity; and thus, by our mental

efforts, by wholesome counsels, kind ex-

amples, and affectionate regards, spiri-

tually and physically we are the means

of bringing them into closer communi-

cation with the Lord; or if our labor

be in promoting the comfort and wel-

fare of the tabernacles of men, aiding

and assisting them physically and tem-

porally, doing that which adds to the

comfort or supplies the wants of the body,

we are doing good and promoting the

happiness of the children of men. To

be sure, this is and ought to be sec-

ondary with us; for as the life we pos-

sess and enjoy is more than meat and the

body more than drink, so is the spirit,

being first created, of paramount im-


