
mandments of the Lord to them as heirs of 
celestial glory.

If they then begin to say in their hearts, 
“I have served the Lord for a little season; 
I have been baptized; I have received the 
Holy Ghost and have become some great 
one; I have received the gift of tongues, 
and have prophesied; I have received the 
power of healing the sick, and other mani-
festations of the power and mercies of the 
Almighty; I think I can remain where I am 
and do well in disregarding the counsels of 
the Almighty respecting gathering together 
and dividing my substance for the gather-
ing of the poor and building up of Zion.” 
It will be said to them who speak and act 
thus, as it was said to Nebuchadnezzar of 
old. If they cling to that which is given, 
and set their hearts upon the things of this 
world, and love them more than they do 
the kingdom of our God, those blessings 
will be withdrawn, the Holy Ghost will be 
taken from them, and that light received 
through obedience to the first principles of 
the Gospel will flee away; that love which 
they possessed will leave them, and they 
will become weak as before and darker 
than ever, unless they speedily repent and 
turn unto the Lord with all their hearts. 
Then, if there is sufficient integrity left in 
them; the Lord may have forbearance and 
patience to try them a little longer; but it 
will be by leading them in such a path and 
such a line of experience as to altogether 
strip them of the idol of their hearts, and 
leave them in poverty and wretchedness. 
And when they have experienced wretch-
edness until, like Nebuchadnezzar, they 
have learned that the Most High reigns, 
and that he gave them all they have, and 
that they are nothing but his stewards, then 
they may peradventure receive again the fa-
vor and blessings of Heaven.

Thi s  l e s son  we  have  a l l  go t  to

learn—that we and all that we possess is 
the Lord’s, and that continually, and that 
we must forever hold ourselves subject to 
his counsels and ready to obey his will.

If we are called upon to bear the ves-
sels of the Lord, to be witnesses of those 
things that we have seen and heard, and to 
go forth to a gainsaying and reviling world, 
we have got to lay aside personal consid-
erations of selfishness, lay aside the ties of 
home, and go forth trusting in God, and 
have all confidence in him, taking our lives 
in our hands, like the disciples of Christ 
went as lambs in the midst of wolves, and 
bear witness of the truth, nothing waver-
ing or flinching; and whether it be to those 
of our native tongue, or to individuals of 
other tongues, or to the islands of the sea, 
they are all our kindred and the offspring 
of our Father, heirs of the same grace and 
life; and we are bound to extend the same 
blessings that we have received. As we have 
received freely, so we should be willing to 
freely impart, and as God had mercy and 
regard for us and our fellow creatures, so 
we should give to those who are waiting to 
receive, who are of our Father and heirs to 
all his blessings.

These Elders of Israel before me today 
should feel continually; yes, all the Elders, 
Priests, and Apostles, and all the people 
of God should feel this saving, heavenly 
feeling; and every woman should feel this 
to her husband who may be called and 
found worthy to bear a portion of the holy 
Priesthood and be a witness for the Lord 
and of his word. And every true, faithful 
Latter-day Saint—yes, every mother and 
wife in Israel do feel this, and under no 
consideration would they throw an im-
pediment in the way of their father, hus-
band, or brother, to prevent their going 
to bear this message of life, or, if required

MENTAL IMPROVEMENT AND SPIRITUAL ADVANCEMENT, ETC. 219

JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd   219JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd   219 5/13/20   8:55 PM5/13/20   8:55 PM


