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was established; and I must say that

I feel not a little proud of the circum-

stance, and also very thankful, on ac-

count of its happening in my own lit-

tle retired and sequestered hamlet, bear-

ing my own name. We were in prayer

and council, communing together; and

what took place on that occasion? The

voice of God came from on high, and

spake to the Council. Every latent feel-

ing was aroused, and every heart melted.

What did it say unto us? "Let my ser-

vant Brigham step forth and receive the

full power of the presiding Priesthood in

my Church and kingdom." This was the

voice of the Almighty unto us at Coun-

cil Bluffs, before I removed to what was

called Kanesville. It has been said by

some that Brigham was appointed by the

people, and not by the voice of God. I

do not know that this testimony has of-

ten, if ever, been given to the masses of

the people before; but I am one that was

present, and there are others here that

were also present on that occasion, and

did hear and feel the voice from heaven,

and we were filled with the power of

God. This is my testimony; these are my

declarations unto the Saints—unto the

members of the kingdom of God in the

last days, and to all people.

We said nothing about the matter

in those times, but kept it still. [Af-

ter seating myself in the stand, I was

reminded of one circumstance that oc-

curred, which I omitted in my discourse.

Men, women, and children came run-

ning together where we were, and asked

us what was the matter. They said

that their houses shook, and the ground

trembled, and they did not know but

that there was an earthquake. We

told them that there was nothing the

matter—not to be alarmed; the Lord was

only whispering to us a little, and that

he was probably not very far off. We

felt no shaking of the earth or of the

house, but were filled with the exceed-

ing power and goodness of God.] We

knew and realized that we had the tes-

timony of God within us. On the 6th day

of April following, at our Annual Con-

ference, held in the Log Tabernacle at

Kanesville, the propriety of choosing a

man to preside over the Church was in-

vestigated. In a very few minutes it was

agreed to, and Brigham Young was cho-

sen to fill that place without a dissent-

ing voice, the people not knowing that

there had been any revelation touching

the matter. They ignorantly seconded

the voice of the Lord from on high in

his appointment. (Voice from the stand:

"That is Vox Dei, vox populi.") Yes, the

voice of God was the voice of the people.

Brigham went right ahead, silently, to

do the work of the Lord, and to feed his

sheep, and take care of them like a faith-

ful shepherd, leaving all vain aspirants

to quarrel and contend about lineal de-

scent, right, power, and authority.

Some persons say that Brigham does

not give revelations as did Joseph Smith.

But let me tell you, that Brigham's voice

has been the voice of God from the time

he was chosen to preside, and even be-

fore. Who that has heard him speak,

or that has read his testimonies, or that

is acquainted with his instructions, does

not know that God is with him? Who

does not know, Jew or Gentile, that has

come in contact with his policy, that he

possesses a power with which they are

unable to compete. He possesses skill,

wisdom, and power that trouble wise

men and rulers. God will make him a

greater terror to nations than he ever

has been.

I will now quote a few passages

from the revelations of God as con-

tained in the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants—"My words shall all be ful-

filled, whether by mine own voice


