
through the instrumentality of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, is the true Church of God. 
With it is the Priesthood and power of 
God; and you might as well try to doubt 
that the sun shines, for it is truth; and al-
though all hell may deny it, and all the men 
upon the earth, that will make no differ-
ence, for it is from God. The Lord called 
that man, and sent his angels to ordain 
him and confer upon him that authority 
necessary for the building up of the king-
dom of God; and it was through him that 
we received all the authority we hold, and 
through us every soul of you who have re-
ceived the truth received it—through that 
Priesthood which came from God through 
Joseph Smith; and you grew out of that 
Priesthood, and none of you have a particle 
of power except that which comes through 
that medium. It came from Jesus to Peter, 
from Peter to Joseph, and from Joseph to 
President Young and his brethren, and 
from us to you. You hold that Priesthood 
and authority in connection with them; 
and except you are connected with them, 
you cannot have any Priesthood or author-
ity. You must honor that tree with which 
you are connected; for, if you dishonor that 
tree, you dishonor yourselves, and I would 
not give a farthing for your authority.

These are some of my views upon the 
subject; and I feel to say that this work 
will roll forth with greater power here-
after than it has done in times past; and 
my prayer to my Father in heaven is, Let 
thy work roll on, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
That is the way it has got to be, for things 
must eventually be done here as they are 
in heaven. We have got to do right, and 
we cannot do this except we honor our 
callings and Priesthood; for we are like a 
great tree, having roots, body, great and 
small limbs; and I want to know what the

difference is between one limb and anoth-
er, so far as honor is concerned? All should 
be honored in their place and calling. Let 
every man honor the head, the body, and 
every member that pertains to that body, 
if you wish to honor God. Now, can I rise 
up and chastise the limb that I am con-
nected with? No, I cannot; and the limb 
will die quicker without my interference, if 
there is anything wrong about it. Could a 
man rise up and chastise President Joseph 
Smith when he was alive? No; no man had 
the right. Well, then, can any man chastise 
President Young? No, sir; but it is the duty 
of all to honor the head and the body with 
which they are connected. Upon the same 
principle, the smallest member of the body 
should honor the part to which it is at-
tached. You know two feet are required to 
carry two legs, and two legs to carry a body; 
and so it is in the Church of Christ.

The Apostles and Prophets used to talk 
in this way, presenting figures and compar-
isons for the purpose of conveying things 
to the minds of the people more forcibly. 
Now, let every man take a course to honor 
one another and the Priesthood they have 
received. “Well,” says one, “I will honor the 
First Presidency of the Church; but I don’t 
want anything to do with the Twelve: they 
are not of much account.” That is the way 
some of you feel. Now, if you treat these 
men in this way, how long will it be be-
fore you will treat President Young in like 
 manner?

The course for us to take is to honor the 
Priesthood which the Almighty has given to 
man. How can you honor God except you 
honor that Priesthood? This is well worth 
your consideration. You all sprang out of 
that Priesthood as one limb of a tree comes 
out of the main body. This is honorable in 
all men, and I feel to say, Let every man
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