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pay such a portion for the week's

provisions—so much for ale, so much for

the priest, the tithing, and other things;

and they don't know how to get along any

other way.

How can you be saviors, except you

lay up knowledge of the things of God?

And how can you be temporal saviors, ex-

cept you lay up provisions? Jesus says,

Seek first the kingdom of heaven and

its righteousness, and all other things

shall be added unto you. The Lord is

not bound to feed us, except we take care

and do our part. Do you imagine that

the Lord will go and raise you a crop

of wheat, without your first going and

ploughing the ground?

You have heard President Young say

that none of us know enough to make

a spear of grass grow, and this we all

know to be true; but I will tell you what

you can do. You can obtain the ground,

plough it, drag it, sow the seed, and ded-

icate it to your Father and God. Then,

when you find it necessary, you can irri-

gate it, and you will be pretty sure to get

a good crop of wheat, or corn, or what-

ever you may choose to plant.

There are a great many that are go-

ing into speculation nowadays. Some

of our Elders are becoming merchants,

taking the Gentiles' goods and peddling

them off for wheat, and then turning it

over to our Gentile speculators who have

persecuted us. Well, you will see that

pretty much everyone of them will lose

the Spirit, except they repent.

Now, you have been told again and

again to take care of your cattle, and

send back for your goods. This has

been done this year by a number of

the brethren, and it can be done by

the majority of the people. There

was a train of goods came in a few

days ago: the cattle started from here

last spring, and they have come in

better condition than any other cattle

that have crossed the Plains this sea-

son. The same thing has been done be-

fore. The year the pioneers came in,

we bought oxen, mules, and horses; and

some of the cattle we brought in with

us went back to the Missouri River the

same season, and they got through about

three weeks before we did, for we had to

stay back and help our horses. When we

struck the Platte River on our return, we

found that there was no substance in the

grass; the frost had killed it. But in the

spring, when cattle go down from here,

the grass is fresh and good, and the cat-

tle get fat; and then on their return they

get into the "bunchgrass country" before

the frost comes, and you know bunch-

grass is good all the year round. I want

to see the people go into this business

forthwith.

I cannot do much, but I have had it

in my heart ever since I have been in

this Church to do some good, not only to

myself but to this people; and I want to

honor this Priesthood, and to see the day

when this people will circumscribe and

circumnavigate the whole world; and I

want to see the kingdom of God govern

and rule the world, and this I will see

with mine eyes, if I am faithful; and if

I am not faithful, I shall be sure to see it,

and that to my sorrow.

I desire to be humble and faithful;

but I am like you—I have my weak-

nesses to contend with. We seem as if we

must have something to excite us to good

works—to encourage us to press forward

in the good work of our Heavenly Father;

and I consider we have everything to en-

courage us to do good—to practice virtue

and righteousness.

Brethren, I feel to bless you with

the blessings of Almighty God, that

the Spirit of God may run through

your bones like blood running through

your veins, to cheer up your hearts.

And I ask my Heavenly Father to

bless you; and he will do it, if you

be faithful and diligent. He will


