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becoming kings and priests of the Most

High, and my daughters becoming moth-

ers in Israel, like unto Abraham, Moses,

Sarah, and Rebecca of old.

You might suppose that I am proud

of this coat or any other clothing that I

wear, like many people in this Church

who make dress their god. It is true,

when I am kept warm by wearing good

clothes, that I feel comfortable and

thankful; but I do not set my heart

upon clothes; and I would like to see

you Elders of Israel act upon the same

principle—to be honorable and upright

in all things. I would like to see every

soul of you doing right and carrying with

you a holy influence. I feel as honorable,

and yet as humble, as if I were in the

presence of God and his holy angels.

There are some of our people who do

not believe that angels have anything to

do with us; but I can tell you that angels

are here today. Who are they? They are

men who hold the same Priesthood as

President Young and his brethren. They

are engaged in this work individually

and collectively. They are the charac-

ters who watch over you Seventies and

Elders: they want to save you and bear

you off victoriously. I know this, for they

have been with me and administered to

me.

If we are faithful, the victory will be

ours; and all the combined powers of

the wicked nations of the earth, aided

by all the devils from the infernal re-

gions, cannot remove this people out of

their present location, neither can they

stay the progress of the work in which

we are engaged; but it is the wickedness

that will rise up in the Church that will

cause us trouble. It is now as it was

in the days of Jesus and the Prophets.

We read in the Book of Mormon that

the Gadianton robbers came down from

the mountains—they robbed, plundered,

and in many instances slew the Saints.

I can tell you, brethren and sisters,

that we have similar characters in these

mountains, who are making pretty rapid

progress in preparing to destroy this peo-

ple. This I know to my sorrow.

When we take hold of men in this

kingdom, we want to make something of

them: in many instances they are dis-

honest, and we cannot do much with

them. But in regard to the people of

the world, I do not trouble much about

them: they do not live the religion of Je-

sus Christ—they do not profess to live

it, but they think that we are all fools

for following Joseph Smith and Brigham

Young. We know our religion is true—

we profess to live its principles; but if

we turn against it, we have more knowl-

edge, and hence more power to operate

against it.

You have frequently heard of brother

Hyde, brother Russell, and myself being

afflicted with devils in England. There

were legions of them came upon us and

sought to destroy us: but we were not

alone; our guardian angels were there to

assist us, and they delivered us out of the

danger, and out of the power of our ene-

mies.

Brethren, be of good cheer, lift up

your heads and your hearts in purity be-

fore God, and rejoice in the strength of

the Holy One of Israel, for the wicked

shall not overcome, but we will ride off

victoriously and sing songs of praise and

triumph.

The day will come when the Lord

our God will empty the earth of all her

wicked inhabitants, for he is going to

cleanse this earth from wickedness and

prepare it for the abode of the righ-

teous; and you may rest assured that it

will take a tremendous shaking and an

unprecedented great fire to purify this

earth ready for the Saints of light.

May the Lord bless you all, brethren

and sisters, and all the faithful and righ-

teous Saints that live upon the earth,

that they may be prepared for the com-

ing of the Lord Jesus, is my prayer.

Amen.


