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and by night, and we ought to realize the

necessity of being obedient to all the re-

quirements of Heaven.

The Elders of Israel have gone forth

and borne a true and faithful testimony

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and they

have been assisted by the gift and power

of the Holy Ghost. Our Prophet and El-

ders have been filled with good desires

for the people and have gone abroad and

tried to bring mankind to a knowledge

of the truth. Our President has cast

his mind abroad over the world, and in

his meditations he has planned for the

welfare of the human family, and yet

the wicked have desired his life, and

thousands have despised him because he

has reproved them for their wickedness,

and advocated righteous principles, and

called upon them to repent of their sins

and be baptized according to the order of

God.

The Prophet Joseph was inspired to

lay the foundation of the Church and

kingdom of God. Before that time the

masses of mankind were in darkness—

the professors of religion were deceived

in regard to God and the things of his

kingdom. If the Lord had not sent forth

his servant Joseph, the Devil could never

have wrought upon the hearts of the chil-

dren of men as he has done; but be-

cause the Prophet was laying the foun-

dation of that great work which the Lord

had determined to perform in the last

days, the hearts of the children of men

were stirred up to roar against the Lord's

anointed. But the truth was bound to

prevail, and for the accomplishment of

this object the Prophet labored day and

night.

I know that Joseph Smith was a good

man, a Prophet, a Seer, and Revelator,

and that he sealed his testimony with his

blood, that the nation that was worthy

might receive their reward. There is no

principle revealed in this generation but

those which are known by the Almighty

to be for the salvation of his creatures.

The spirit of warfare that is manifested

in these days has existed in all ages

when the Priesthood was upon the earth.

There was always a war between light

and darkness, God and the Devil, Saint

and sinner, correct principles and false

doctrines. We ourselves have a warfare

with the evil propensities of our nature:

we have already had to meet a warfare

outwardly. In some instances there has

been a physical contest, and our ene-

mies have sought our destruction from

the beginning. That warfare will con-

tinue until Satan is bound and iniquity

swept from the earth. We need not sup-

pose that we shall have peace, for there

will be no peace to the righteous until he

reigns whose right it is to reign. It is

in this generation precisely as one of the

Prophets foretold it should be—"Surely

our fathers have inherited lies, vanity,

and things wherein there is no profit."

Thousands and millions of the sectar-

ian world are in this condition, and will

be led to use this or similar language.

The honest among them will get their re-

ward, and it will be far superior to any-

thing they have anticipated. It is true

they entertain many false doctrines, but

let us remember that we believed false

doctrines and were surrounded with the

traditions of our fathers before we heard

the fulness of the Gospel. When we

heard its principles taught, we admired

and received them for the truth's sake,

and rejoiced in the blessings that fol-

lowed our obedience.

We have now got a warfare to endure;

we must war against every evil princi-

ple until we can learn to do right in all

things. This is the spirit we must learn

to cultivate day by day. The knowledge

we have of the Gospel will assist us in

doing this.

There is one particular feature

connected with the preaching of the


