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Gospel: You may send out a thousand El-

ders and they will all teach the same doc-

trines; they will all labor for the build-

ing up of the same Church; they will be

united; for their faith, their doctrines,

and the organization of the Church have

all been made known unto them by the

revelations of God: hence they will see

eye to eye in regard to the principles of

the Gospel. Supposing a thousand min-

isters of different denominations were to

be sent out into the world, it would be

very different with them from what it is

with the Elders of the Church of Christ:

they would not be so united or so harmo-

nious in their sentiments. Our union and

oneness of sentiment constitutes one of

the prominent beauties of the organiza-

tion of the kingdom of God.

There was never any other Gospel

taught to the old Prophets excepting that

which is now taught to you and to this

generation; neither was there ever any

of the children of men saved upon any

other principle than that which is now

presented to the people. The Church of

Christ always had in it Prophets, Apos-

tles, and Patriarchs; it was always blest

with the gifts of inspiration—power to

heal the sick and to perform such mir-

acles as were necessary for the salvation

of the Saints.

If you were to meet with Father

Adam, with Seth, Moses, Aaron, Christ,

or the Apostles, they would all teach

the same principles that we have been

taught; they would not vary one par-

ticle. This Gospel is everlasting in its

nature and unchangeable in its charac-

ter. It might be urged that the house

of Israel had the law of carnal com-

mandments; but that only acted as a

schoolmaster to bring them to Christ, be-

cause they would not receive a celestial

law. They had the Priesthood of Aaron

for a series of years amongst them; but

the old Apostles, Prophets, and Saints

were saved by the Gospel, and not by the

law of carnal commandments.

I want to say a word about our

present position. When we first received

the Gospel, we professed to rejoice in its

principles and in the blessings which fol-

lowed our obedience; and should we not

continue to rejoice and be diligent in the

work of the Lord—yea, even more so to-

day than we did when we first received

it? When a boy begins his education at

school he begins at the first rudiments,

and continues to progress step by step.

It is so with the student in the study of

the everlasting Gospel. There were not

many principles revealed to us when we

first received it, but they were developed

to us as fast as we were capable of mak-

ing use of them.

I well remember the first sermon I

heard. My conviction was that I had

learned more about God and the things

of his kingdom than I had learned in all

my previous life. I believed the Gospel

then, and I not only believe it now, but

I know it to be true. Since then I

have received much valuable instruction

through the revelations of God that have

been made manifest; and I have never

yet heard a principle set forth, but I have

been able to see beauty and glory con-

nected with it.

The subject of the vision that was

given to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rig-

don was alluded to by brother Young

and others during our Conference. In

reference to that, I wish to say that

when I first read that vision it swept

away a veil that had been around me

all my life; it opened my understanding

and shook off my shackles. There was

something in it so different from the old

sectarian notion—something that swept

away the idea of one heaven, one hell,

and that those who do not go to one

place must go to the other, and that all

in heaven have an equal glory, and all


