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ful that so many of us have cleared our

garments of the blood of this generation;

and I rejoice that we are located here

in these valleys of the mountains. I do

not know that I could be in any bet-

ter place than this. We are shut up in

these chambers of the mountains in ful-

fillment of the words of the Lord, and he

has led us all the time—he has marked

out our course and directed our footsteps.

Brother Joseph Smith, brother Brigham,

and all our leaders have been inspired

from the beginning to give counsel and to

do those things that have been required

of them; and they were led here by the

inspiration of the Almighty, as much so

as Moses or any others who have held

the Priesthood. President Young proph-

esied the deliverance of this people, and

his words were backed up by the testi-

mony of the Holy Ghost, when, to all hu-

man appearance, there was no arm could

save us, and we were delivered by the

power of God. If we live our religion,

we shall see more manifestations of the

goodness and power of God.

It is our privilege to follow the dic-

tates of the Spirit of the Lord, and to

have it for our guide and companion; and

by doing this the blessings of the heav-

ens will be upon us as fast as we are pre-

pared to receive them.

I know that the Devil seeks to over-

throw this people, and it seems that

the powers of darkness have to a great

extent prevailed in their attempts to

control the hearts of the children of

men. For many generations the pow-

ers of darkness have had almost univer-

sal sway; but I thank God that I have

lived to see the day when the kingdom of

God has been set up on the earth, and

that it is no more to be thrown down

forever. Men with wicked hearts may

seek to pull down the cause of truth,

but all their efforts will be in vain, for

the blessing of the Almighty is upon his

Saints, the inspiration of the heavens is

upon his servants, and they will over-

come the powers of temptation and of the

Adversary. It is verily true that we have

a warfare to engage in, for Satan seeks to

engage in one with us, with our children,

and with all the rising generation—the

hope of Israel and of the Prophets and

Apostles of this kingdom.

I feel that the time has come when we

shall prevail, and I rejoice in it. I feel

that the Lord is going to bless this peo-

ple abundantly. The minds of the Saints

are expanding, and they are coming to

understanding. This certainly should be

the case as we advance, for the Lord will

make a short work in the last days; and

there is but little time, if I may be al-

lowed the saying, to have the words of

the Prophets fulfilled.

There is a good spirit here. The righ-

teousness and truth and the power of

God are now prevailing over the wicked-

ness of the profane and the iniquity of

the depraved, and the power of the Devil

is fast giving way and losing its hold on

this people. The power of God is in the

ascendant, and the faith of the Saints

holds the powers of darkness at bay, so

that they cannot carry out their evil de-

signs in the midst of Zion. This is a con-

solation to me, and my heart rejoices in

these things, and I can say truly that I

feel happy and comfortable, and I pray

that the Lord will sustain and uphold

those that are set to lead us. The Lord

is their guide, and there is not a man

or woman in Israel but who knows that

they are governed and controlled by the

power of God, if they are living up to

their privileges.

Israel was not always led with the

same degree of clearness and under-

standing that we enjoy in our day.

This is a great blessing to us, and we

ought to be faithful and full of thank-

fulness. I feel happy in saying that


