
Many times we may consider business 
so urgent that it must crowd these things 
out of our minds, but this should not be. 
Any man’s mind that is open, and who 
looks forward to the work that lies before 
us, will see and feel that the responsibility 
that rests upon him concerning his own 
family, and especially in the rearing up of 
his children, is very great.

We want to save our children, and 
to have them partake of all the bless-
ings that encircle the sanctified—to have 
them receive the blessings of their parents 
who have been faithful to the fulness of 
the Gospel. We do not want them to go 
through all the routine of false doctrines 
and erroneous systems that we have had to 
wade through in our generation.

This is the way we feel in regard to our 
present position, and I feel that God will 
bless us, inasmuch as we strive to improve 
and listen to counsel. It is our duty to pray 
before the Lord, and to teach those princi-
ples whenever we have an opportunity. And 
I feel to thank the Lord, and to rejoice in 
seeing as many as there are willing to listen 
to the counsel of their parents; for I real-
ize that when they are called upon to act in 
their priesthood and ministry, they would 
be ready and willing to listen to the counsel 
of their brethren, and thus they will be the 
means of saving the rising generation.

I pray that the Lord may bless us and 
give us largely of his Spirit, that our minds 
may be clear to see and comprehend this 
great work. This kingdom is but yet a very 
small stone, comparatively speaking. It 
is not yet a great mountain, neither has it

filled the whole earth; but, as the Lord 
lives, it will. This is how I feel; and I sin-
cerely desire that we may have our minds 
opened upon the subject of the building 
up of the kingdom of God. In this we shall 
have joy, no matter whether in prosperity 
or adversity. So long as we do our duty, 
the Lord will protect us, and the powers of 
evil will have no dominion over us, but our 
hearts will be buoyant and we shall rise step 
by step in wisdom, knowledge, and pow-
er, until we shall be able to build up the 
temples of our God. “Behold, the law shall 
go forth from Zion, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem.” This law he intends 
that we should receive to prepare us for the 
coming of the great bridegroom. In both 
our temporal and spiritual labor we should 
seek to know the mind and will of God 
concerning us. We should have the Spirit 
of the Lord with us continually, and our 
meditations should be righteous and holy 
before the Lord.

We cannot go to reap our crops and 
worship the Devil one day, and then the 
next go into the Tabernacle or Temple of 
the Lord and worship him. That is not our 
religion; it does not admit of this. We can-
not feel justified in such conduct; but if we 
live our religion, the blessings of Almighty 
God will be with us, and he will multiply 
them upon our heads.

I hope and pray that each and all of us 
may do this—that we may seek to sustain 
each other, and those whom the Lord has 
placed over us; which may God grant, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES272

JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd   272JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd   272 5/13/20   8:55 PM5/13/20   8:55 PM


