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troubled today—very lonely, dark, and

gloomy. I have fearful dreams. I want

to hear something about my salvation."

"Come to the anxious seat. Come and

give all to Christ; give your soul to

Christ." "What shall I do to be saved?"

"Come forward, and we will pray for you.

Give yourselves to Christ. Come and be

prayed for, and give yourselves wholly,

unreservedly, to the Supreme Being"—

when they do not knowwhere he is, what

he is, nor what he is doing, nor whether

he created us, or not. Yet at times, under

that system, the cloud of gloom, of dark-

ness, and terror that has rested on their

understandings is removed in a greater

or less degree, and they are filled with

joy and peace, and exclaim, "I know that

my Redeemer lives." They do not know

where they are from, nor what they came

to this world to do, only as they have

been taught by their parents. "My soul

rejoices, and I am ready to die," seems to

be the ultimatum of their religion.

We are here to live to spread intel-

ligence and knowledge among the peo-

ple. I am here to school any brethren,

to teach my family the way of life, to

propagate my species, and to live, if in

my power, until sin, iniquity, corrup-

tion, hell, the Devil, and all classes and

grades of abominations are driven from

the earth. That is my religion and the

object of my existence. We are not here

merely to prepare to die, and then die;

but we are here to live and build up the

kingdom of God on the earth—to pro-

mote the Priesthood, overcome the pow-

ers of Satan, and teach the children of

men what they are created for—that in

them is concealed the germ of all in-

telligence. Here is the starting point—

the foundation that is laid in the or-

ganization of man for receiving a ful-

ness of eternal knowledge and glory. Are

we to go yonder to obtain it? No; we are

to promote it on this earth.

Our neighbors, who have driven us

from them, wish to civilize us. You have

had a little experience in the lessons of

their civilization—in the drunkenness,

quarrelling, debauchery, fighting, and

tumbling into ditches. They wish to civi-

lize us! But I do not want to talk about it.

They are to be pitied, for they are ripen-

ing for destruction.

The Latter-day Saints throughout the

valleys in these mountains and through-

out the world ought to be learning what

they are on this earth for. They are

here to increase and multiply, to enlarge,

to gather the house of Israel, redeem

Zion, build up the Zion of our God, and

to promote that eternal intelligence that

dwells with the Gods, and begin to plant

it in this earth, and make it take root

downward and bring forth fruit upward

to the glory of God, until every obnox-

ious principle in the hearts of men is

destroyed, and the earth returns to its

paradisiacal state, and the Lord comes

and dwells with this people, and walks

and talks with them as he did with Fa-

ther Adam. That is our business, and

not to suffer all our energies to be ex-

pended in merely preparing to die. Je-

sus says, "He that liveth and believeth in

me shall never die." His body may be laid

away to rest for a short time, but he shall

not taste of death. When his spirit is re-

leased from this mortal tabernacle, the

body drops back to mother earth; but the

spirit departs with an assurance that the

body will not always remain in the dust.

The body has merely fallen asleep for a

while, to be again quickened and united

with the spirit to live forever.

It is recorded, you are aware, that

in former days mankind lived to a

great age—to over nine hundred years.

It is written that Methuselah lived

to the greatest age—969 years; and


