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trious than any other people in the world,
and one that produces more than any other
we are acquainted with.

I used to be rather scrupulous with re-
gard to the Nephites doing so much in
so short a time, as stated in the Book of
Mormon. After being plundered and
driven by their enemies, they would soon
increase again and become wealthy. This
puzzled me a little, though I did not feel to
say it was not true; but now it has opened
to my understanding upon natural prin-
ciples. You may search the history of the
world, and see whether you can find the
equal of this people’s progress; it exceeds
all that is written in the Book of Mormon
concerning the prosperity of the Nephites
under like circumstances. The facts are now
before us, but for a time it was difficult for
me to understand the record of so great
prosperity’s following so quickly upon
adversity.

You may inquire—“Do you think we
are doing right?” Yes, as well as you know
how. If you do not fully live up to the
knowledge you have, I can say that you
have done about as well as you could. We
have a warfare on our hands. Evil is here;
the Devil reigns on the earth, and has held
dominion on it for thousands of years.
That reign we have to break and cast him
out, with the help of God; but we cannot
do it at once. Thousands of temptations
assail, and you make a miss here and a
slip there, and say that you have not lived
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up to all the knowledge you have. True;
but often it is a marvel to me that you have
lived up to so much as you have, consid-
ering the power of the enemy upon the
earth. Few that have ever lived have fully
understood that power. I do not fully com-
prehend the awful power and influence
Satan has upon the earth, but I understand
enough to know that it is a marvel that the
Latter-day Saints are so good as they are.
They are improving in the southern settle-
ments, between here and there, and in oth-
er places.

Those who live their religion will en-
joy the Spirit, and that enjoyment will in-
crease; and if we will be faithful, the Lord
will make our feet as firm in these valleys
as are the everlasting riches in these moun-
tains, and no power can remove us. He will
give us a sure place in these mountains un-
til we go forth and redeem Zion. Do right,
be faithful, and make no calculations about
removing before the time comes.

From the States’ newspapers, one might
imagine that “hell was out for noon”
there—that hell is boiling over. They are
nigh unto destruction, and it is for us to so
live that we can gain the goodness, glory,
and mercy of our God. It is our right to
claim his mercy, and our duty to labor to
gather all the honest home to Zion.

I bless you with everything that is good,
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, if you
live for it. Amen.
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