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may find thousands who could tell you

that they never saw a day in which they

had all they wanted to eat. Are there

such times in Cache Valley? No. Is

there anything connected with this lo-

cality that should discourage you? No.

Reflect, and ask yourselves whether you

have the least cause for complaint in the

exchange of your countries.

You may inquire why this land has

been so long held in reserve—the de-

sign in this country's not being settled

by white people until recently. Until

the Latter-day Saints came here, not a

person among all the mountaineers and

those who had traveled here, so far as

we could learn, believed that an ear of

corn would ripen in these valleys. We

know that corn and wheat produce abun-

dantly here, and we know that we have

an excellent region wherein to raise cat-

tle, horses, and every other kind of do-

mestic animal that we need. We also

knew this when we came here thirteen

years ago this summer. Bridger said to

me, "Mr. Young, I would give a thou-

sand dollars, if I knew that an ear of corn

could be ripened in these mountains. I

have been here twenty years, and have

tried it in vain, over and over again." I

told him if he would wait a year or two

we would show him what could be done.

A man named Wells, living with Miles

Goodyear, where now is Ogden city, had

a few beans growing, and carried water

from the river in a pail to irrigate them.

Reflect upon these matters, read the

writings of the Prophets, search the

world over, and can you learn of any loca-

tion to which the words of the Prophets

can so justly apply, where the people of

the Lord were to be hid up, in the lat-

ter days, in the chambers of the moun-

tains? You cannot. No man here has

any good reason to be discouraged—no

good reason to complain. And those

who will so live that they are satisfied

with themselves will be satisfied with

the country and with the brethren. This

is a splendid valley, and is better adapted

to raising Saints than any other article

that can be raised here. Compare the

tombstones with the number of those liv-

ing in any other city, district, place, or

country, for the same length of time, and

you will find here less graves of persons

from one day to ten, fifteen, or twenty

years old, than in any other country you

were ever acquainted with. It is the best

country in the world for raising Saints.

Many may inquire, "How long shall

we stay here?" We shall stay here just as

long as we ought to. "Shall we be driven,

when we go?" If we will so live as to

be satisfied with ourselves, and will not

drive ourselves from our homes, we shall

never be driven from them. Seek for the

best wisdom you can obtain, learn how

to apply your labor, build good houses,

make fine farms, set out apple, pear, and

other fruit trees that will flourish here,

also the mountain currant and raspberry

bushes, plant strawberry beds, and build

up and adorn a beautiful city. The ques-

tion now rises—"Do you think it best for

us to live in cities?" Lay out your cities,

but not so large that you cannot read-

ily raise the whole city, should an enemy

come upon you.

Your houses are now scattered, and

you have not closed up your fort. When

new settlements are made where they

are exposed to the Indians, settle so that

they cannot get the advantage of you.

This has always been my counsel. The

settlements in this valley have been ex-

posed to Indian depredations; but now

there are so many here that, if they

build in a prudent form, they are able

to defend themselves. First secure your

lives, and then your property, against

Indian depredations. We do not wish


