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nothing about it in the future. This is not

according to the design, as we believe, of

God and his providences and works. It is

not the work of the Lord to organize an

earth and destroy it. That is not the sys-

tem he has devised. His plan is to orga-

nize an earth, people it with intelligent

beings, present to them the principles of

eternal life, and bestow upon them the

keys thereof, that they may be able to

prepare themselves to dwell to all eter-

nity, and to bring forth their increase to

dwell with them. This our belief.

When the light of the Gospel came,

truth sprang out of the ground, and the

heavens were opened. The plan by which

God works is rational, and meets the ca-

pacity of his children. This earth is the

home he has prepared for us, and we are

to prepare ourselves and our habitations

for the celestial glory in store for the

faithful. None will be destroyed except

those who receive the oracles of truth

and reject them. None are condemned

except those who have the privilege of

receiving the words of eternal life and

refuse to receive them.

From Adam to the least and last of

his posterity, none will be condemned

and suffer as we were taught in our

youth. The Christian world teach that

the heathen and everybody else, except a

few belonging to the Catholic church, the

Church of England, or some of the ortho-

dox sects of the day, are to be cast into

a lake of fire and brimstone. The Bible

teaches that the wicked will be turned

into hell, with all the nations that forget

God. That is true. How many nations do

you think have forgotten him? The Lord

will save all, except those who have the

privilege of life everlasting and reject it.

What is our duty? To pro-

mote the kingdom of God on the

earth. Every person that confines

his thoughts and labors to happifying

his own family and immediate friends

will come far short of performing the du-

ties devolving upon him. Every senti-

ment and feeling should be to cleanse the

earth from wickedness, to purify the peo-

ple, sanctify the nations, gather the na-

tions of Israel home, redeem and build

up Zion, redeem Jerusalem and gather

the Jews there, and establish the reign

and kingdom of God on the earth. Let

that be the heart's desire and labor of ev-

ery individual every moment.

I am extremely happy, and my joy

increases according to my understand-

ing and the sensibility God has given

me, that this people, called Latter-day

Saints, are improving—that they im-

prove every year, and increase in the

knowledge and understanding of the

dealings and providences of God, and

understand themselves more and better.

You may ask, "How do you know this?"

Because it is before me, and plain to be

seen. True, there are some rude persons

within our borders, and too much steal-

ing is carried on. How is it with you?

Are you in the stock-driving business?

Do any of you belong to the class of ma-

rauders, pilferers, drunkards, or swear-

ers? The very great majority of this peo-

ple are striving to improve themselves

before their God and their brethren. The

wicked seek to destroy the kingdom of

God, and it is for us to build it up, and

promote righteousness upon the earth.

When we do this, we shall promote hon-

esty in all our conduct and transactions.

As we increase in understanding we

shall increase our efforts to adorn our

minds, our families, our possessions,

and our neighborhoods, and seek to pro-

mote every pure, holy, graceful, and

delightful principle, custom, habit, or

whatever else pertaineth to correct hu-

man conduct. This will increase the

Spirit of life in the people, and will

make the aged beautiful as well as


