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the young. Without the Spirit of truth,

without the Spirit of Christ, people

will become hateful and disagreeable, or

what the English term ugly, and the Yan-

kees, homely; or, as others express it, or-

dinary looking. The Spirit of truth beau-

tifies and lights with intelligence an oth-

erwise forbidding countenance. We need

it to beautify both the body and mind.

I do not see much, if any, improve-

ment in this settlement during the past

three years. True, you lost time and la-

bor in moving south; but if you labor all

your lives, and God does not bless your

labors, they are in vain. He can give

you possessions and great wealth, as he

gave Job. In a short time he added to Job

much more than he had even previously

possessed. If your hearts are pure and

holy, the Lord can in a short time restore

to your settlement fourfold.

How many times have I asked

the Latter-day Saints what they could

do with regard to building the New

Jerusalem? Suppose the word were to

come to us that Jesus had appointed a

certain time in which he would again

visit this earth, and that he wanted a

place prepared for him; or the command,

"Go forth, ye Latter-day Saints, and be-

gin to build the New Jerusalem, and pre-

pare to receive the city of Enoch that

will come down out of the heaven;" where

is the man competent to go and collect

stone fit to lay in the first tier of the foun-

dation of the walls of that city? To judge

from their improvements, there is hardly

a man capable of judiciously directing

the labor of even twomen—hardly a man

that can properly erect a gristmill or a

building for carding machines. Where

are your useful machinery, your beauti-

ful habitations your fertile gardens, your

lovely walks, and magnificent palaces?

You may reply, "We are not going to

stop here, but are going to the Center

Stake of Zion," and so you pass on in

comparative inactivity, and attempt only

to build log houses or mud shanties.

If you had the spirit of your calling,

you would be anxious to build the best

houses you could, and make the best gar-

dens, fields, and vineyards, though you

knew that you would not enjoy them one

day after they were completed.

I will here quote the words of the

Savior—"And I say unto you, Make to

yourselves friends of the mammon of un-

righteousness; that, when ye fail, they

may receive you into everlasting habita-

tions. He that is faithful in that which

is least is faithful also in much: and

he that is unjust in the least is unjust

also in much. If therefore ye have not

been faithful in the unrighteous mam-

mon, who will commit to your trust the

true riches? And if ye have not been

faithful in that which is another man's,

who shall give you that which is your

own?" Now, he that is unfaithful in build-

ing a house, or in making a garden, an

orchard, a farm, or in beautifying what

is in his possession, who will commit to

that man or people the great things of

the kingdom of God that are to be at-

tained on this earth?

I cannot preach upon the words

quoted more effectually than I do in

building, improving, and occupying upon

the talent God has given to me. If it is

ability to dictate the making of a road,

dictate it, or make it as others dictate.

Where is the man that made a road in

a canyon as it should be made, until I

dictated it? Men go into canyons and

drive up and down hills where it requires

six horses to haul up or hold back an

empty wagon, and break their animals'

legs, and kill men and boys. Who has

broken wagons on roads that I have dic-

tated? No one. In such canyons persons

soon save more in cattle, wagons, time,

and labor, than the roads cost. Why do

not the rest of the brethren learn this?


