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is a place for everybody, and everyone

will seek to fill his own place, and ev-

ery hand will be reached forth to promote

the kingdom of God on the earth. Our

business is not merely to prepare to go

to another planet. This is our home. We

are to purify our hearts, our habitations,

our families, associations, settlements,

states, and country, until improvement

circumscribes the whole earth, and sanc-

tifies it, and prepares it to be brought

back into the presence of our Father and

God.

When your eyes are open, you will

see that this earth has fallen from the

glory and presence of the Father, to pass

through certain ordeals, together with

the people upon it. And by and by, when

Jesus reigns and rules King of nations,

he will say to his Father—"Here is my

work! Here are my brethren! Here

is my redemption—the fruit of my la-

bor! I have ceased not to contend with

the Enemy until I have put him un-

der my feet. I have destroyed death,

and him that has the power of death."

You work hard. Study to apply your

labor to advantage, and you will accom-

plish much more, without wearing your-

selves out so fast. If you have to roll a

log, cut down a tree, etc., study how to

take advantage of the work. Contrive to

accomplish your work with the least ex-

penditure of strength.

You have rich land, good water, a pure

atmosphere, and one of the pleasantest

locations in the Territory. Adorn your

houses and your city. I marvel to see

you contented to live as you do. I have

passed much of my life in a log house,

but do I like bedbugs and darkness? No.

I love light. Were I obliged to live in a

log house, I would have it plastered and

whitewashed, that it might be neat and

pleasant.

Study order and cleanliness in your

various occupations. Adorn your city and

neighborhood. Make your homes lovely,

and adorn your hearts with the grace of

God.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.
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I rejoice this morning, brethren

and sisters, in having the privilege

of assembling with you under such

favorable circumstances. While I

have been sitting here listening to

the singing, and looking around at

the attention of the congregation, the

thought has arisen in my heart, how

is it possible for the Elders of Israel,

who have partaken of the spirit that

emanates from and surrounds this peo-

ple, to remain so long absent from

the society of the Latter-day Saints?

I have never returned without having


