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similar feelings; and now, to contemplate
another mission, and the probability of be-
ing absent as long as I was on that mission
from which I have just returned, seems, at
the first view, terrible.

There is nothing but the Spirit of
God—the comforting and sustaining in-
fluences of that Spirit which is promised to
be given unto the Elders, that would enable
a man to absent himself from society that
is so pleasing, to go out into the world and
labor to proclaim the Gospel unto the chil-
dren of men.

I feel to rejoice that I am here; and
when I look around me and see the com-
fortable circumstances of my brethren and
sisters that have been gathered out from
the nations to worship God according to
the dictates of their own consciences and
the revelations of Jesus Christ, my soul is
filled with joy and rejoicing. I feel this to
be a glorious privilege that we enjoy, and
I do not think that the people generally
appreciate it although there may be some
exceptions.

If an Elder should go forth after re-
siding here, and have for years to come
to mingle among the inhabitants of the
earth, if he be animated and led by that
Spirit which prevails here, he will realize
that holy influence to a very great extent.
He will realize that God has gathered out
a people whom he has filled with union
and love, such as he does not witness or
experience among other people or nations
abroad. This he will realize, if filled with
the Spirit that prevails here; for, wherever
you go throughout the length and breadth
of the earth, you find that there is a spirit
of hatred, envy, malice, and everything
that is in opposition to the Spirit of God.
Spirits of this kind and feelings of this
character prevail throughout the length
and breadth of the land. There are ex-
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ceptions to this: there are men and women
who are animated with a good spirit and
influence; but it is not so with the majority.
There is a contrary feeling and influence
that will destroy and pull down and com-
pletely break up everything that is pleasing
in the sight of God. It is a spirit and in-
fluence that will break down and destroy
every gift that is calculated to bind man to
man, and that would enable them to live in
union and peace.

This is not the worst feature in the
case. The people themselves, though filled
with this spirit and surrounded by this in-
fluence, do not seem to be aware of the
dangers that threaten their peace and the
perpetuity of their institutions, or that
threaten the blessings that they have re-
ceived from their fathers, and that they
hope to hand down to their children. This
is the worst feature of them all, in my esti-
mation. If they could only be made aware
of it and the power of the Evil One, they
would give heed to the words of those
bearing the everlasting Priesthood. By faith
and diligence, those going forth holding
this authority may escape these threatening
dangers.

I know this from my own observation;
and so far as my own experience has gone,
these are the feelings that have animated my
own bosom. If I find people that are faith-
ful to their own creeds, and who are diligent
in what they undertake to do, I have then
hope in my bosom. Under these circum-
stances, | have had faith to lay down the
ancient Gospel as taught in the Bible and
Testament. This, however, is the difficulty
under which the inhabitants of the earth la-
bor at the present time: they are not true to
that which they profess, and this causes the
hearts of the Elders to mourn. I have been
able many times to account for the saying
in the revelations, that the heavens weep
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