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become willing to be led by the Elders; and
then, when they get here, they are so sur-
rounded by the Danites that they cannot
go away, if they want to. Others entertain
a different idea, and have a better opinion
than to suppose that illiterate, unlearned
men, like many of our Elders, can go forth
and exercise such power.

I have had men admit to me that the
advance of the age demanded a new revela-
tion—that the old fogyism of the past age
was not suited to the wants of this genera-
tion—that the people required a new revela-
tion, a new influence—that there was noth-
ing to bind the people together or cause
them to believe in their leaders. And some
are willing to believe that “Mormonism” is
the religion that is best calculated to take the
place required to be filled, and become the
dominant religion. But, like other religions,
it has to fight its way. All systems of religion
had to do this in early days; but to acknowl-
edge there is anything revealed from heaven
that is inspiring the hearts of the people
would be the first step towards associating
religion with fanaticism!

It is singular to go out into the world
and converse with people with regard to the
opinions of men of influence respecting the
Latter-day Saints. Some suppose that the
power that is exercised by the leaders of this
people will be short-lived; and many of them
supposed, when the army came in here, that
that would be the time when the system of
fanaticism would be crushed. They hoped
that the long-expected period had arrived
when we should be obliged to succumb,
and no longer have an existence as a distinct
people upon the earth. The failure of that
expedition, and of every other expedition
to bring upon us the trouble designed, has
changed the opinion of many, and they are
now to some extent in doubt. The Adversary
who influences them has been foiled.
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He is willing now to let them have a rest-
ing spell, and they are resting, not knowing
what course to pursue. This is the feeling
that is possessed by many. How long this
feeling may last, I cannot tell; but that the
fire of persecution that is now smoldering
will again arise, there can be no doubt.

If we suppose that the future is peaceful,
it is a delusion: the efforts of our enemies
will be continued. They are encouraging
their hatred and increasing their determi-
nation to bring destruction upon us, and
they do know themselves that they are
wicked in this respect; but they have an
idea that we are a blotch upon the civiliza-
tion of the nineteenth century; but they do
not know the influence that guides them
and that directs their determination.

A man who goes forth at the present
time, if he be filled with the spirit of Zion,
will find continually evidences upon the
right hand and upon the left to strengthen
him in the work in which he is engaged.
This is not confined to the religions
abroad, but it is to be found among the
Saints here, and we see it every day. A man
whose heart is open, and who is clear to be-
hold the evidences that are to be gleaned
during our experience, will have abundant
cause of thanksgiving for having extended
unto us the helping hand in time of need.

A man who goes among the people of
the world is soon made to realize the con-
fusion that exists, the spirit that controls
them, and the doubt and uncertainty that
they are in. Experience of this kind gives
strength to the Latter-day Saints—to the
Elder who may be laboring among the
people. During the difficulties that arose
here some years ago, I frequently heard
the Saints express themselves thankful that
God had given them a knowledge of the fu-
ture. They knew, through that knowledge,
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