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how it would be with those who sought

to oppress them. The whole of the

United States are now in trouble. They

have been excited about the Latter-day

Saints; but lately they have had diffi-

culties enough at home to occupy their

thoughts. The attempt of John Brown,

last fall, to overthrow slavery, engen-

dered feelings of hatred between the

North and the South which never will be

allayed. For a long time after Congress

met, it seemed as though they never

would be able to elect a Speaker or do

any business, and that a split between

the North and South was inevitable. Ed-

itors were troubled, and all men who

made any pretence whatever to a knowl-

edge of the signs of the times, were at

a loss to comprehend what the future of

the United States would be, if these dif-

ficulties continued. They looked upon

it superficially, and supposed that the

panic of those times was only temporary.

They view things in the same light now;

they believe that the obstacles will be re-

moved, that the Government will go on

and press forward to that position which

they believe it will attain to. But there

were many, previous to that time of diffi-

culty to which I allude, maintained that

there was no such thing as dissolution

to the United States. But now, after all

their hopes in relation to the greatness

of this Government, they are willing to

admit that possibly it may be dissolved,

and that the difficulties at present in the

nation between the two extreme sections

will produce the dissolution.

There has been an attempt during

the last session to remove this feeling,

and to some extent it has been done.

Men are so ready and willing to be de-

ceived in regard to that which will pro-

duce their destruction, that they put far

off the day of dread.

Although Joseph Smith and the El-

ders of this Church have proclaimed,

both by their own voice and by publica-

tions, the downfall of this Government,

and set forth things so plainly to those

that would look at them, yet the people

have closed their eyes and have pressed

forward in their own way; and they will

so continue until every word shall be ful-

filled.

Brethren and sisters, if there were

no other cause of thankfulness and of

gratitude within us to God our Heav-

enly Father for the blessings that he

has bestowed upon us, we should be

thankful for this blessing—the blessing

of foreknowledge—that he has revealed

unto us, by his own voice and that of the

holy angels, those things that are com-

ing upon the nations of the earth; and

that while uncertainty, doubt, and gloom

prevail from one end of the land to the

other, we are in the possession of a feel-

ing and of knowledge which enables us to

bear up. While the hearts of others are

filled with fear and dread, ours are filled

with hope and bright anticipations that

we are privileged to live in a day and age

like this.

If there were no other cause of thank-

fulness, this furnishes us abundant rea-

sons. We can read in the newspapers,

if we cannot ascertain it any other way,

that they are filled with these influences,

and that these feelings of fear pervade

the mind. You know the feelings that

now prevail, and that instead of dread

and sorrow controlling the minds of the

Saints, there is on the contrary a feel-

ing of thanksgiving and joy that our lot

has been cast in this day and age of

the world. Where calamity and sorrow

were, there are thanksgiving and joy;

and when we bow our knees before our

Father in heaven, we thank him for these

blessings.

If the nations of the earth could

realize that there were such feelings

prevailing here, there would be hun-

dreds and thousands that would as-

sociate themselves with us, especially,


