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cers; but of Utah, they could not think

of it. They would be willing to write

something for the benefit of the people of

Utah, they would say; but when it came

to be written, you could easily see that

they were very willing that the other Ter-

ritories should have this privilege, but

they could not think of giving it to Utah!

It was a determined hostility to us, and

they were resolved that we should not

have the privilege which they designed

to give to other people. You go to them

and talk about crime—tell them what

was in our nation, they would color about

it; but they had not the manhood to rebut

our statements or to expose the guilty.

This is the feeling that prevails in the

United States; and while this prevails,

it cannot be wondered at that the people

should partake, to a certain extent, of the

influences that prevail.

Men and women would acknowledge

unto me that this work was true, and

that they had been blinded by the lies

and wicked stories that had been in cir-

culation about us. How long this will

continue I cannot say, but I presume un-

til judgment and calamity will overtake

the people, as a punishment for their

driving and persecuting the Saints of the

Most High.

There are some of the people, how-

ever, with whom the Spirit of God is

pleading. I received a letter by the

last mail from the States. The person

has had a misfortune in his family, and

writes to me to know what consolation

there is in "Mormonism"—what conso-

lation there is in the doctrines of the

Saints. He acknowledges that the sys-

tems of religion by which they are sur-

rounded in the States are entirely inade-

quate for the purposes for which they are

established.

Of course we understand that they

are not blest with the same light that

we are: in fact, they confess them-

selves that there is a power and a

degree of light in the principles of the

Latter-day Saints, so far as known, that

is not among the religions of the day.

What are the religions of this generation,

under many trying circumstances? Why,

there is no consolation; all is dread be-

fore them; there is an eternity of appar-

ent darkness and woe, whence there is

no deliverance, and from which they re-

coil with horror.

On the other hand, there is not a case

comes under our observation of trouble,

of suffering, or misfortune, but in the

doctrine of Christ there is something to

stimulate us, and to encourage our fur-

ther exertions. This truth is plainly set

forth in the doctrines of Christ, that ev-

ery man shall reap the reward of his

works, whether they be good or evil. If a

man has not merited an eternity of pun-

ishment, there will not be such a punish-

ment awarded to him. This is the hope,

this is the consolation of the Saint, in

the midst of sadness and despair, that

he will eventually be rewarded for all his

labors. This is not to be found in the reli-

gions of the world, and the consequence

is that infidelity is getting a strong hold

upon the minds of men. This is being felt

at the present time by many of the more

enlightened.

I have many times thought that the

labors of the Elders were not so produc-

tive of good as they might be. We ought

to labor more earnestly to prepare the

people for the day of calamity that is

coming. I believe that we, so far as our

relatives are concerned, have no cause of

sorrow, if they are honest, though they

may not have received the influence of

truth; yet the day may come when they

will receive the Spirit of God; and if they

do not come to these valleys to obey the

Gospel, they may come here as to a place

of refuge!

My prayer is that we may be faith-

ful, humble, and obedient to that


