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Priesthood and those living ora-

cles which God has placed in our

midst, and ever labor for the up-

building of that kingdom which

he has set up, never more to be thrown

down.

This is my prayer, in the name of Je-

sus Christ. Amen.
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I arise to address myself to the con-

gregation of the Saints who are here as-

sembled with a degree of pleasure and

satisfaction, feeling that it is a great

privilege that we enjoy of meeting to-

gether in this bowery, from Sabbath to

Sabbath, for the purpose of hearing from

and worshipping the Lord our God.

It has always been a great satisfac-

tion to my mind, and a source of plea-

sure, to speak of the things of the king-

dom of God, especially on those occasions

on which the Lord has condescended to

bless me with a portion of his Spirit; for

the Spirit of the Lord gives joy and sat-

isfaction to all those who are made par-

takers of it, whether it be the speaker

or the hearer; and without that Spirit no

person can expect to enjoy any great de-

gree of happiness in this life or in that

which is to come. It is contrary to the

nature of happiness for us to undertake

to enjoy ourselves independent of the ap-

probation of Heaven, and independent

of the Holy Spirit which the Almighty

pours out upon those who are honest

and upright before him. There is no

happiness in anything else; there is no

place worthy of being called a place of

happiness only in the enjoyment of the

favor of God and of his Holy Spirit. And

those persons are truly blessed who have

the greatest share of that Spirit abiding

with them; and when that Spirit with-

draws from the hearts of mankind, they

are truly cursed. In the Spirit of the Lord

there is peace, there is joy, there is light,

there is truth, there is hope, and there

is truth. Without that Spirit all is dark-

ness, all is wretchedness, and all is shut

up and closed as it were to the human

mind, and future hope, or hope of future

blessings and exaltation, is cut off.

Perhaps this may be the last oppor-

tunity, for some time to come, at least,

that I shall have of addressing the Saints

in Utah. In a few days I expect to

be wending my way, in company with

some of my brethren, on another mis-

sion to the United States, for the pur-

pose of doing whatever the Spirit of the

Lord may direct in those lands. Whether

I shall return again to Utah, it mat-

ters not, if it so be that I keep the

commandments of God and do his will.

All flesh is in His hands, and He gov-

erns and controls all things according

to his own righteous will and purposes,


