TRUE SOURCE OF HAPPINESS, ETC.

recited; suffice it to say that they are pretty
well acquainted with the history of this
Church for the last thirty years—what has
the Lord been trying to accomplish since
the rise of this Church? Has he not been
trying to accomplish one of the greatest
events and one of the greatest works ever
accomplished among mankind? Yes, he has
been trying to eradicate from the people
the old leaven of the Gentiles that has been
established in the hearts of men so many
generations, and to prepare the Saints for
the great work of the last days. In regard
to heaping up a multitude of the riches of
this life, all our past history shows that the
Lord was so determined to rid us of this
principle as far as possible, in order that
we might enjoy riches when he shall see fit
to bestow them upon us, that he suffered
us to be driven from our inheritances, to
undergo many privations, and thus be pre-
pared for the vicissitudes of future life.

We need not be fainthearted nor dis-
couraged in regard to the riches of this life,
for this people are bound to be the richest
of any people upon the face of the whole
earth, in the Lord’s own due time. That
will be in fulfillment of prophecy, and no
people that ever dwelt upon this earth ever
came up to what the Latter-day Saints will
be in the accumulation of the things of
this life. But when we reflect upon these
things, we ought to pray earnestly that we
may never be put in the possession of those
things until we are rid of those feelings of
selfishness and covetousness. (President
B. Young: We shall not be; for the Lord
knows that wealth would certainly be a
curse to us.) It frequently looks very cu-
rious to me, looking at it naturally, and
causes me some astonishment, when I see
the pride and arrogance of the children
of men; for I see that the whole bent of
their minds is upon the wheat and corn,
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that they may grow: their contemplations
seem to be upon the plans and means by
which they can best accumulate the trea-
sures of this world. Who would place their
minds in this direction when they see thou-
sands and millions perishing and annually
going into their graves? And who would
believe that they would be so exceedingly
anxious to heap up millions more than
they actually need? They see scores of their
neighbors cut down upon their right hand
and upon their left: they have the experi-
ence before them to prove that all must
go into their graves without carrying with
them the goods and riches of this world.
Why is it that it does not take away this
feeling from them, either morning or
night? Men of this kind are awake during
many of the silent hours of the night to cal-
culate how they can the easiest accumulate
riches.

We have brought these principles and
notions with us; we have inherited them
from our fathers; they were instilled into us
by our parents; and we have to get rid of
them as soon as we can, in order that we
may be prepared to receive the true prin-
ciples in the proper spirit. We ought to be
thankful that we are in a country where we
cannot get rich as easily as we desire to—a
country where it takes from morning till
night in hard labor to get the common nec-
essaries of life, and that this will continue
until the Lord says that our hearts are pre-
pared, and we are capable of enjoying the
good things of this life.

We, as Latter-day Saints, not only have
the promise of earthly riches and tempo-
ral comforts; but, what is far more joyful
to us and more satisfactory to our minds,
is, that we look forward to an eternity of
riches—to a perpetual increase of wealth
to be given unto us, if we are faithful
before the Lord, to be enjoyed upon
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