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righteous principles—to be enjoyed where
no covetousness shall mar our feelings—to
be participated in by the Latter-day Saints
when they have clean hands, pure hearts—
when they can use the blessings bestowed
upon them according to the mind and
will of God and in peace, where riches will
impart the most perfect happiness to the
Saints of the living God.

These are the riches we should seek af-
ter first—these the treasures that our hearts
should be set upon—the riches that are be-
hind the veil, that extend beyond this mor-
tal sphere—the riches that are as endurable
as eternity. It is these riches that will be
able to endure and stand when all earthly
riches shall vanish away like the dream of a
night vision.

Thirty years ago next January, by a rev-
elation that was given through the Prophet
Joseph, we were told to seek earnestly for
the riches of eternity; and the Lord said it
must needs be that my people shall be tried
and proven, that they may be prepared to
receive that which is in store for the faith-
ful. Seek first for the riches that are in the
future life. Seek first, as our Savior bade his
disciples, the kingdom of God and its righ-
teousness, and all things shall be added to
you, that are needful and necessary.

It will be thirty years next Wednesday
since I was baptized into this Church—al-
most one-third of a century since I have
had an opportunity of understanding the
things of the kingdom of God in some
measure—of being baptized into that
kingdom which shall endure forever. How
shall I look back upon these thirty years? In
many respects I look back with exceeding
great joy; in some respects, with exceed-
ing great sorrow. I can see where I have
failed in many things, and that if I had
lived as faithful as I might have done, I
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might have done more to the honor and
glory of God. I might have been a per-
son more humble and diligent in obeying
counsel—more faithful in the discharge
of many duties that are required of a per-
son holding the Priesthood; I might have
taken a course that would have been bet-
ter for myself in many respects, better for
mankind, better for my family, and for the
cause and kingdom of God. You can easily
perceive, then, that reflection upon these
things gives me a degree of sorrow. But
after considering all these matters, when
I reflect upon the little good that I have
done, and upon the travels and labors that
I have performed, the success that has at-
tended my efforts, and the few good desires
that I have had to build up the kingdom,
I certainly have great joy. I feel a satisfac-
tion in my own mind in contemplating my
past life. I feel a joy and satisfaction that I
would not part with for all the luxuries and
honors of this present life. These would
be nothing in comparison with it. I ever
expect to look back upon the past period
of my history with joy, so far as the good
is concerned. I shall have to reflect with
pleasure that I have preached the Gospel
to so many—that I have so often borne
my testimony to the great work of the last
days in which we are engaged. I shall never
regret any of the testimonies that I have
borne in regard to the future events that
are coming upon the earth; I shall never
have to regret exhorting mankind to be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, to repent
of their sins, to believe in the laws, doc-
trines, and ordinances of the Church and
kingdom of God, and in the holy Priest-
hood restored to man in this generation.
Have I any reason to regret these things
now? No; and [ should very much dislike
being placed back thirty years in my his-
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