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strength. Then they can lay hold of these

promises, and with them come forth in

the morning of the first resurrection, and

inherit all that was placed upon their

heads. But when we reflect upon pain

in this life, it is grievous to be borne and

to think of. When we think that a man

may be buffeted, not only in this life, but

until the morning of the first resurrec-

tion, this ought to cause the heart of ev-

ery Latter-day Saint to shrink from ev-

erything that is sinful. What! Shall we

offend God who has made these great

and precious promises? Where is our life,

if we should offend God, the giver of all

these good things? If we should dare to

sin upon such a promise, we should in-

deed be deserving of the severest punish-

ment. Let no Latter-day Saint, then, try

to claim these great and precious things,

if they willfully commit sin, and because

the Lord has promised that they should

only be punished for a season. The time

of their punishment is here in this life,

and it is sure not to extend into the other

for any great period. Yet there is far

more satisfaction in being perfectly hon-

est before God and men—yes, far more

satisfaction, joy, and consolation here in

this life, to live without any threaten-

ing and punishment in this or in the

next life. Every man that has the right

spirit within him will feel that he ought

to keep the commandments of God; and

it is the great source of our happiness

and the fountain from which we draw all

these great, glorious, and honorable to-

kens of the approval of our Heavenly Fa-

ther. Obedience produces enduring hap-

piness in our minds. Then let us love

God and love righteousness, because it is

right; let us love honesty, love to do good,

because there is pleasure in doing so; let

us hate wickedness because it is hate-

ful in its nature; let us hate that which

has the appearance of evil, and do that

because we know it to be the feeling of

God, of angels, and of all good men.

These should be the feelings of every

Latter-day Saint; they should study to

discriminate between the right and the

wrong, and be determined to walk con-

tinually in the path of virtue, of righ-

teousness, and of truth. Let us study

to make ourselves approved before God,

that we may have his smiles and appro-

bation continually.

We are fallen beings, and are not

aware how deeply the prejudices of our

forefathers have been visited upon our

minds. When we think ourselves free

from the bondage of our fathers, we then

imagine that we become perfectly un-

trammeled, and we are not at all aware

how deeply these prejudices have en-

twined themselves around our hearts.

How diligent we should be to root them

out, and get every feeling of our nature

in the proper direction for that new state

of society into which we have entered.

The Lord does not prompt his servants

to love the manners and evil customs

of the world, and you can scarcely put

your finger upon the custom that is not

evil; and although the passions of hu-

man nature have been planted in the

breasts of men for wise and good pur-

poses, yet they have become so changed

by associating evil with them that we do

not appear to realize the influence they

may exert over our minds. We there-

fore ought to study and to seek diligently

for that light which comes from heaven,

to look into our own hearts as we look

into a mirror, that we may be enabled

to see our foolish practices, turn from

them, and feel that we are not only in

the presence of man, but that we are

in the presence of God, that we may

become sensible of our responsibility,

and act consistently in all things, that

our government may be righteous and


