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I have no doubt with regard to the

good work of the Lord, referred to by

those who have spoken, and it will con-

tinue among the nations of the earth.

The Lord will bring out the results to his

own honor and glory; but are we ready?

The Lord has bestowed great knowl-

edge and wisdom upon the inhabitants

of the earth—much truth and knowl-

edge in the arts and sciences. Those

nations that deny their God and Sav-

ior will have those principles of intelli-

gence taken from them. Are the Latter-

day Saints prepared to receive them, en-

joy them, and improve upon them, or

will those principles have to go to some

other kingdom? There is great wisdom

in the world; their knowledge in mech-

anism and the exact sciences is very

great. This wisdom will be taken from

the wicked. Who will receive it? Is

there a people upon the earth prepared

to receive this knowledge and this wis-

dom? There should be. Is it reason-

able to suppose that the wisdom God

has bestowed upon the nations of the

earth should continue upon it? Or should

it be taken from the inhabitants of the

earth and carried back from whence it

came? My faith and my desire are that

there should be a people upon the earth

prepared to receive this wisdom. It

should not be so forfeited as to be taken

from the earth, for I question whether

it would return again. There should be

a people prepared to improve upon their

knowledge and wisdom, for all knowl-

edge and wisdom come from God. All

true intelligence is the gift of God. He

is the true fountain of all knowledge and

wisdom.

The query arises in the minds of

many with regard to their capability. Is

there a principle inherent in the man

that loves liquor to let it alone? Or is

he compelled to follow his appetite? Is

there ability in the man or woman that

is inclined to handle that which is not

their own, to resist that temptation and

learn to be honest and honorable? Is

this inherent in the people, or not? I

have my own belief about it—my own

views. I conceive that man is framed,

formed, created, made, fashioned after

the image of his God, with a germ in

him of that independence that belongs to

the Gods; and that independence is to be

acted upon, to prepare every person that

is exalted to enjoy the society of the sanc-

tified, by a strict obedience to the princi-

ples of right. And each and every indi-

vidual has the ability, the power, to over-

come every passion within him, subdue

every evil, and ride triumphantly over

those passions.

"But," says the man that is addicted

to evil, "If I refrain for a day, the tempta-

tion haunts me; if I refrain for a week, I

yet am inclined to sip at the poisonous

cup. I could hardly endure to see my

neighbor drinking the poison draught

without joining with him: it is almost

impossible for me to resist it." This is


