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They made a martyr of him—I would not

like to say a savior, although he is our

benefactor. He is the man through whom

God has spoken and revealed some of

the most glorious principles that ever

were revealed to the children of men;

yet I would not like to call him a sav-

ior, though in a certain capacity he was

a God to us, and is to the nations of the

earth, and will continue to be. He was

not the Only Begotten of the Father, who

died for the sins of the world; but he was

the Prophet of the Lord, through whom

God spoke to the nations and dictated

laws by which they were to be governed

to secure to themselves eternal life. And

when he would have saved the people of

the nation, they crowned him a martyr

of Jesus. They performed an act that se-

cures to him crowns of glory, immortal-

ity, and eternal lives. They succeeded in

shedding his blood and that of the Pa-

triarch Hyrum. They shed the blood of

the innocent, and the nation said amen

to it. Were they aware of it at the seat

of Government? I have no doubt they

as well knew of the plans for destroy-

ing the Prophet as did those in Carthage

or in Warsaw, Illinois. It was planned

by some of the leading men of the na-

tion. I have said here once before, to the

astonishment of many of our own coun-

trymen, that there was a delegate from

each State in the nation when Joseph

was killed. These delegates held their

council. What were they afraid of? You

and me? No. They were afraid of those

eternal principles God has revealed from

the heavens; they trembled and quaked

at the sound of them. Joseph would have

saved the nation from ruin.

Some have inquired, "Will they

patch up the old garment?" Let

them apply their new cloth, if they

please. Mr. Crittenden has reported

a patch to put on the old garment.

Let them put it on, and the rent will be

made worse. Let them remain as they

are, and the garment is worn out. Is the

form of the Government ruined? Has its

form become evil? No; but the adminis-

trators of the Government are evil. As

we have said many times, it is the best

form of human government man ever

lived under; but it has as corrupt a set

to administer it as God ever permitted

to disgrace his footstool. There is the

evil. Can they better the condition of our

country? No; they will make it worse ev-

ery time they attempt to do so. What is

the difficulty? Brother Carrington says

there is no noble-mindedmaster-spirit to

lead out—one whom the rest will follow.

They are all master-spirits! They are all

smart men! This is the difficulty. They

used to have men whom they looked up

to, though but very seldom. I can recol-

lect almost every President of the United

States. There never was a wise man

that was much looked up to or revered

until after his death: then the people

could revere him—a Jefferson, a Mon-

roe, an Adams, &c. The administration

of Andrew Jackson was as good as that

of anyone that ever occupied the presi-

dential chair, and he had a great many

enemies. What do you think of that,

you gentlemen who are acquainted with

the United, or rather the once United

States—you who have age and experi-

ence? You remember the struggle at the

election of Andrew Jackson, and so do I.

I repeat that his administration was as

good as that of any man that ever ad-

ministered the government. Some of his

opponents did not like him very well for

some of his political moves. I liked his

moves, only he did not go far enough in

removing the deposits and spoiling the

United States Bank. But the adminis-

tration of King James Buchanan, what

an administration!


