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King James is not so prompt now as

he was three years ago, when he sent

troops to Utah. South Carolina comes

out and boldly declares her secession

from the compact of States, and takes

possession of all the public property

within her borders, except Fort Sumter.

There is no Latter-day Saint engaged in

this act. One of the most contemptible of

characters we ever had here could swear

falsely in Washington, and the Govern-

ment could receive his oath, and make

it a basis, with other lies, of sending an

army here. William Drummond went

to Washington and swore that we were

treasoners, and to many palpable false-

hoods; and King James could act upon

that and send an army here at an ex-

pense of, probably, fifty million dollars.

Says King James—"Those lies are true."

"What! Receive a lie?" Yes, go and swear

to a lie, and the Government can hear

that and act upon it. But when South

Carolina takes possession of the public

funds, of the customhouse, of the arms,

arsenal, dockyards, forts, cannon, &c.—

"You must not coerce. Do not infringe

upon them: they have the right to do

this." What a reign is the reign of King

James! It is enough to astound and

throw into the shade the wisdom of all

nations upon the earth!

What will King Abraham do? I do

not know, neither do I care. It is no

difference what he does or what any of

them do. Why? God will accomplish his

own purposes, and they may do or not

do; they may take the road that leads

to the right, or they may take the road

that leads to the left; and whichever road

they do take, they will wish they had

taken the other. King James pledged

himself, at Cincinnati, that on his elec-

tion to the presidential chair he would

take the Island of Cuba, annex a por-

tion of Mexico, and so obliterate the

"Mormons," that "Mormonism" should

not be known at the end of his reign.

These three things he pledged himself to

his party to do. Some gentlemanmay say

that I am mistaken. I am not mistaken;

I am telling the truth, and you may be-

lieve it or not.

Did he take Cuba? He did not. Did he

annex Mexico, or any portion of it? He

did not. Did he destroy "Mormonism?"

He did not. What has he done? Ru-

ined the nation, at far as he had influ-

ence to do so. He began at the wrong

end of the race: the course was marked

out for him, but he ran the wrong way.

He ought to have begun by taking Cuba,

then annexed Mexico, or such portion of

it as he wanted; and then he might have

considered a little about "Mormonism."

If he had just reflected for a moment, he

knew Joseph Smith. If he had reflected

upon the career of Joseph and the career

of this people, he would have seen at once

that every time the enemies of this king-

dom undertook to trample it under their

feet and obliterate it from the earth, the

more they spread it abroad and brought

it into note and character. But he began

at the wrong end, and he has wished, ev-

ery step he has taken and everything he

has done, that he had taken some other

step and done something else. One rea-

son of this is, that his will is such that

he will ride over his friends and tread

them in the dust, and not make the first

apology to them. I attribute this to his

ignorance. This is not wisdom; it is not

greatness, nobility, or magnanimity; but

it is sheer ignorance, willful ignorance,

know-nothing ignorance; and that is the

difficulty.

What will Abraham do? King James

says that if Mr. Lincoln takes the

oath of office, and enters into the ad-

ministration of the Government with

as great pleasure as he resigns his

official duties, he will be a happy


