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man. If I could advise King James, and

have him take my counsel, it would be

to resign tomorrow morning, and let Mr.

Breckenridge be crowned king for three

weeks, that another king might come be-

fore King Abraham to see what the ad-

ministration of that king would be. I do

not know of anything better that I could

advise him.

"Mormonism" will live, and God will

promote it; but shall we be prepared to

be promoted with it? That is the ques-

tion with me. It is in my thoughts by

day and by night, Shall I be prepared

for the things that are coming upon the

earth? I will try to be; and if I have

an evil appetite, I will overcome it. If

I have a disposition to do that which is

morally wrong, I will reject that disposi-

tion; I will subdue and overcome it. Will

you? Then you who drink, lie, steal, or do

anything that is morally wrong, or break

the commandments of God in any way, or

injure your fellow men, cease to do that

evil and learn to do well.

I exhort the brethren not to boast

over our enemies' downfall. Boast not,

brethren. God has come out of his hid-

ing place, and has commenced to vex

the nation that has rejected us, and he

will vex it with a sore vexation. It will

not be patched up—it never can come to-

gether again—but it will be sifted with

a sieve of vanity, and in a short time it

will be like water spilled on the ground,

and like chaff upon the summer thresh-

ingfloor, until those wicked stewards are

cut off. If our present happy form of gov-

ernment is sustained, which I believe it

will be, it will be done by the people I

am now looking upon, in connection with

their brethren and their offspring. The

present Constitution, with a few alter-

ations of a trifling nature, is just as good

as we want; and if it is sustained on

this land of Joseph, it will be done by us

and our posterity. Our national brethren

do not know how to do it. They are

not capable of controlling their own pas-

sions, to say nothing of ruling a nation.

What is the reign of a king who can-

not control his passions? Will not his

subjects sorrow? Yes, they will feel the

weight of his wrath, and their backs will

ache, and their heads will ache, and they

will receive the lash from a heavy hand.

We are serving a King who can

control his passions; and who, as

brother George Simms remarked in the

forenoon, can be touched with the feel-

ings of the infirmities of the weak. Who

can be thus touched, except those who

have suffered in like manner? None.

And no being knows how to control or

govern on earth, unless he has been

a subject on an earth. No being is

fit to rule, govern, and dictate, until

he has been controlled, governed, and

dictated—has yielded obedience to law,

and proved himself worthy, by magnify-

ing the law that was over him, to be mas-

ter of that law. We are serving a King

who wisely controls himself and his sub-

jects. If we are permitted to rule, govern,

and control, in the first place we must

control our passions until they are in per-

fect subjection to us. When we have con-

trolled one and got it perfectly mastered,

we shall be prepared to control two; and

if we can properly rule over two, we can

reign over two thousand or over millions

as well as two. If you can control one, you

are then prepared to control your fam-

ily; and if you are prepared to control

a family, then you are able to control a

city; and if a city, then a nation, upon the

same principle. That is the way that God

hath obtained his power, and that is the

way that we shall obtain power.

A large share of the ingenuity of

the world is taxed to invent weapons of

war. What a set of fools! I wonder


