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LAKE CITY, JANUARY 6, 1861.

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

It would be very gratifying to me this

afternoon if I could speak freely of those

things that I have been meditating upon

for the last few days. It would be a great

satisfaction to me, and doubtless instruc-

tive to this congregation, if I could lay

before them those things that are revolv-

ing in my mind. But instructions to the

Saints only appear to be given a word or

two at a time, here a little and there a

little; and I do not understand that the

Lord will ever manifest his will in any

other way. This is because of the weak-

ness of humanity and the great variety

in the minds of the Saints.

I can say as I have said for years,

the religion of Jesus Christ professed by

the Church of Latter-day Saints, which

Church I have entered into, and of

which I have been a member twenty-

nine years—I can truly say that it is a

hundredfold more precious to me than

it was when I first embraced it. My

mind was contracted at that time, and

I knew but little of the things of God.

I will here remark that I do not pro-

fess to know much now; still I under-

stand them more perfectly, and I take

a more comprehensive view of God and

godliness than I did, or was capable

of doing when I first received the light

of truth. Instead of becoming dark in

my mind and growing stereotyped in

my ways, I have expanded with the in-

crease of my experience. I feel more

acutely, I see more clearly, and I com-

prehend more perfectly the principles

that pertain to life. The older I grow in

the Church, the riper I become in my

mind, and the more I discover of the

beauty and excellency of the plan of sal-

vation.

In regard to treating upon the mys-

teries of the kingdom, and what are com-

monly called the great things, or, in other

words, going into the top of the tree,

or doing as some do who take the tree

and cram it down the people's throats

top foremost, I do not believe in any-

thing of the kind, neither have I been

taught so to treat the people. I con-

sider that the Elders of Israel should

understand well and thoroughly digest

the first principles of the doctrine of

Christ, for obedience to them will prove

the power of God unto salvation to ev-

ery one that believes and practices them.

You know it is written that the Gospel is

the power of God unto salvation to ev-

ery one that believeth. I can tell you

something in connection with this: you

may believe what you please—it will do

you no good unless you practice it. We

are required to manifest our faith by

our works, and to work out our salva-

tion with fear and trembling, for it is

the Lord that worketh in us to will and

to do his good pleasure. If we seek

with all our hearts and observe those

things that pertain to righteousness,

working diligently in his kingdom, he

will feel after us and inspire our hearts

with his Holy Spirit; and the influence

thereof will rest upon us continually: it

will enter into every muscle, sinew, and


