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They may not all be cut off from the tree,

May the blessings of the Lord our

but they are dead, and the Spirit of God | God attend you all, is my prayer.

does not dwell with them, and therefore
there is no life in them.

Amen.
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SELE-KNOWLEDGE—FUTILITY OF ATTEMPTS
TO DESTROY “MORMONISM,” ETC.
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, FEBRUARY 17, 1861
Reported by G. D. Watt

Brother Joseph W. Young, in his re-
marks, alluded to the intelligence to be
dispensed to the people here—that which
they do not get elsewhere. The brethren
come here from the States and from the old
countries: they gather from different parts
of the world, expecting to learn the great
mysteries—the secret things of our God.
What do you learn, brothers and sisters?
If you are good scholars, you learn to treat
your neighbors as they should be treated,
and to have the same affections for a per-
son from Ireland or England as you do for
one from your own native land. You come
here to learn to drive oxen into a canyon,
and return without sinning. You come here
to learn that every person you see is a little
different from you.

Brother Kimball most beautifully com-
pared this people to a tree, remarking
that we all receive nourishment from the
same fountain. A tree shoots forth; it soon
begins to have branches; but you cannot
find two limbs precisely alike. A branch
puts forth to bear fruit; the tree contin-
ues its course upwards; another branch
starts out; and if it is a little different
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from the first branch, should it find fault
and complain of the tree because of that
difference in shape and capacity? You can-
not find two twigs alike. You may examine
any tree of the forest and see whether you
can find any two leaves that are precisely
alike. You cannot. Then you may go to a
meadow, and see whether you can find two
spears of grass just alike in shape and form.
There are no two precisely alike. Examples
of that endless variety are now before me.
The greatest lesson you can learn is to
learn yourselves. When we learn ourselves,
we learn our neighbors. When we know
precisely how to deal with ourselves, we
know how to deal with our neighbors. You
have come here to learn this. You cannot
learn it immediately, neither can all the
philosophy of the age teach it to you: you
have to come here to get a practical experi-
ence and to learn yourselves. You will then
begin to learn more perfectly the things of
God. No being can thoroughly learn him-
self, without understanding more or less
of the things of God: neither can any
being learn and understand the things of
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