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cow, mule, horse, sheep, hog, &c., but

what I would have the taxes in the kinds

prescribed by law. You may call that

hard; but what would the cash portion

be, compared to the money that is paid

to these merchants? This is what I do

not like. Go to a man, and he will declare

that he cannot pay his taxes; then go into

his house, and he has taught his fam-

ily to lie; but begin to sell his cow, &c.,

and it will be, "Stop, Sally; go and bring

out that old stocking." I have proved this.

That is what I do not like. I can put up

with poverty. If I have only a little but-

termilk and salt to my potatoes, I can be

satisfied; but a liar I cannot be satisfied

with.

Sell every house and every particle

of property there is in the Territory, but

what you have the proportion in gold

and silver, and you will find that there

is plenty of money; and it may far bet-

ter go to do good than to go for non-

sense. Much money is spent for paper

shoes. Have you any? Yes; and I pre-

sume that more than one score of women

in this congregation have on that kind

of shoes. A large amount of money is

paid for ribbons, ruffles, fringes, gew-

gaws, and baubles in general. These are

unnecessary expenses, as they are not

incurred particularly for the body's com-

fort. I find no fault with them. I like

to see women prettily dressed, as well as

anybody; but save a portion of the money

that is laid out for useless articles, and

pay your taxes.

What I am saying is for the benefit of

the community. Some of our legislators

would vote down every particle of tax, if

they had the power. Are they conscien-

tious in this? Yes. But are they wise?

No. They have no wisdom on this sub-

ject; they do not understand national af-

fairs.

Some complain and say that they

are taxed by tithing. We ask no

tithing of any man. In this we are

as independent as the Lord is. I say,

Do not pay another dollar in tithing un-

less you want to. And to those who say

that tithing should defray all classes of

public expenditure, I will say, If you will

put into my hands one-twentieth instead

of one-tenth, I will pay every dollar of

expenses for territorial, county, and city

purposes. But do I, as Trustee-in-Trust,

receive one-fiftieth, or one-hundredth?

No. I do not get the tithing on the tithing

that is due, and which it is my province

to dictate. Are you afraid that I will

make a bad use of it? I have plenty of

money for my private use. You may wish

to know how I get it. I believe I will

tell you how I get some of it. A great

many of these Elders of Israel, soon af-

ter courting these young ladies, and old

ladies, and middle-aged ladies, and hav-

ing them sealed to them, want to have a

bill of divorce. I have told them, from the

beginning, that sealing men and women

for time and all eternity is one of the or-

dinances of the house of God, and that

I never wanted a farthing for sealing

them, nor for officiating in any of the or-

dinances of God's house; but when you

ask for a bill of divorce, I intend that you

shall pay for it. That keeps me in spend-

ing money, besides enabling me to give

hundreds of dollars to the poor, and buy

butter, eggs, and little notions for women

and children, and otherwise use it where

it does good.

You may think this is a singular fea-

ture in the Gospel, but I cannot ex-

actly say that it is in the Gospel. Hear

it, O ye Elders of Israel; and ye sis-

ters, hear it: There is no ecclesiastical

law that you know anything about, to

free a wife from a man to whom she

has been sealed, if he honors his Priest-

hood. I do not want you to run after

bills of divorce. I would rather be with-

out the money you pay for them. I know

where there is plenty of gold. The earth

is full of it, and the heavens are full


