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many times have I told the Elders,

"When you go on missions, be careful

to preserve your Godlike dignity and in-

tegrity." I have an experience that is

probably equal to that of any man in this

kingdom, and no person can say, man nor

woman, but that in the dark hour my an-

gelic character has been preserved; and

it is more precious to me than all the

riches of the earth. The name of king or

emperor has always sunk into insignifi-

cance when I contrasted it with the char-

acter of a man of God—of a person who

holds the destinies of men in his hands,

and the issues of life and death, and can

dispense them to the people. Such a man

should preserve himself like a God, or an

angel of God.

Hear it, men and women, young

and old. Preserve yourselves, and be

ready to do what is required at your

hands. And Elders of Israel, when

you say you are ready and willing to

dedicate all to God, never be covetous

and selfish; never shrink back at any-

thing you are called to do; but by the

help of God become sons of God and joint

heirs with Jesus Christ. If you revolt in

your feelings against the ordinances and

commandments of God, and against the

counsel given you by his servants, and

continue to do so, you may become an-

gels to the Devil, and it will be through

your own conduct. But by the help of God

you can be prepared to dwell in the pres-

ence of the Father and the Son, and be

crowned with him with crowns of glory,

immortality, and eternal lives.

I have given you some of my views in

regard to tithing, taxation, and yielding

willingly to every requirement for build-

ing up the kingdom and for the salvation

of the people. May God help every one of

us to live up to our profession, that we

may be saved in his kingdom. Amen.


