ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ETC.

Saints. At first, some deemed it inexpedient
to call upon the people in this city to as-
sist in sending teams for the Saints; but we
have otherwise concluded. We expect that
we have more power here than they have
in any other place in all the Branches and
associations of the Church of Jesus Christ
upon the whole earth. We here see for the
whole of them, we speak for the whole,
and, comparatively speaking, we have more
power than is possessed in any other part of
the body. If we wish to have a great thing
performed, we must take the lead. And
when we feel that we are weak and feeble,
incapable of doing this or that, with pov-
erty staring us in the face, and the want of
means is felt, let every person rise up and
consider his calling and standing, and the
design of the Almighty.

I will present a comparison from our
mechanics. You will find mechanics here
who can go to work and build a beauti-
ful house, but they must have all the nec-
essary tools and materials. Another can
build a carriage, but he must have the
necessary tools and materials. You can
find a man who can build a steam engine,
but he must have the tools and materials.
But you find the mechanics that can go
to with an old three-cornered file, a jack-
knife, a spike gimlet, and an inch augur,
and build a wagon in a workmanlike
manner, and you would say that he is a
superior workman. As the fisherman says,
“It is no trick to catch fish, if you have
the tools and know how it is done.” It is
no development of skill for us to preach
the Gospel to the nations, if we have our
pockets full of money, and Bible societies
and tract societies and missionary societies
gathering it for us to pay our expenses—
scraping up for us the filthy lucre. I sup-
pose that in such cases we should feel as
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others do. You know how some of those
feel who can go from one side of the earth
to the other, and have the privilege of gath-
ering means to go with. The way they feel
is shown forth very forcibly in an anec-
dote of a priest, after a collection had been
made. He gathered up the money, and
while putting it in his pocket gave out the
hymn—“This is the God that I adore.”
You see Elders who start from here
without purse or scrip, and cross the Plains
with handcarts, and they have ingenuity
enough to go from city to city, from coun-
try to country, from nation to nation, and
circumscribe the earth. In that there is cer-
tain skill, talent, and ability, great zeal, or
excellent good luck: you must attribute it
to something. It would be no great affair
for us to gather the Saints, if we had plenty
of gold. How many times I have thought I
would like a handy place to go to for gold
with which to gather the Saints; but where
would be our glory and reward, to go from
here to Europe, and travel East to China
and home again, having been preaching
several years, with our pockets full of gold?
Where, then, is your great ability? In your
pockets—in the god so much adored. But
take the men that can travel the earth over,
preach the Gospel without purse or scrip,
and then go to and lay their plans to gather
the Saints. That looks like the work of an-
gels. Does it not look like the work of be-
ings superior to the common people? Do
you know that we are called to this work?
If the Lord had called upon some great
man, some rich man, some one of the
prominent Bishops in the Roman Catholic
Church or in the Church of England,
or the Pope, to dig the plates out of the
earth, and translate them, and publish
the Book of Mormon, and then have fur-
nished them with plenty of gold and other
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