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means to distribute to the disciples—

plenty of wealth, honor, fame, and good

name in the midst of the people—would

there have been any particular manifes-

tation of a superior being in all this?

There would not. The Lord chose Joseph

Smith, called upon him at fourteen years

of age, gave him visions, and led him

along, guided and directed him in his ob-

scurity until he brought forth the plates

and translated them, and Martin Harris

was prevailed upon to sustain the print-

ing of the Book of Mormon. All this was

done in the depths of poverty, obscurity,

and weakness. The Book has been trans-

lated, printed, and handed to the world;

and every time that a man of letters,

rhetoric, or profound worldly learning,

comes into this Church and undertakes

to preach the Gospel, relying upon his

worldly wisdom, that man will fail. No

matter where upon the earth he under-

takes to start this kingdom according to

the customs, feelings, fashions, and pride

of the world, it will sink as sure as he un-

dertakes it.

I recollect one remark that brother

Joseph used to make frequently, when

talking to the Elders. No matter what

he set them to do, whether he wanted

them to go to a foreign land on a mis-

sion, or to go into business, he would say,

"When you commence, go in at the lit-

tle end of the horn; for if you do not,

but enter at the big end, you will ei-

ther have to turn round and come out

at the end you went in at, or go out at

the small end and be squeezed nigh unto

death." Let an Elder hire the best halls

in large cities to begin with, and go to

lecturing, and it will take him a long

time to raise a Branch of this Church.

But let him begin among the poor of

the earth—those who live in the cel-

lars, and garrets, and back streets; "for,"

says the Almighty, "I am going to take

the weak things of the earth, and with

them confound the wisdom of the wise."

You will see that trait in every step of

"Mormonism." God has chosen the ob-

scure and weak, to bring them up and

exalt them. Is not that the work of a God,

the performance of this work without

money and without price? The Gospel is

sent to all the inhabitants of the earth—

to the high and the low, the noble and the

ignoble, the young and the old. "Here is

the Gospel; you are welcome to it." "Don't

you ask anything for it?" "Not a farthing.

It has to go to the world without money

and price." Now, compare this with car-

rying the Gospel with your pockets full

of money; and in the latter case where is

your glory and honor?

As an instance, we have men who

quarry rock out of the mountains; and

we would say to those men, Can you go

and quarry rock without the suitable in-

struments? Says one, "I must have so

many picks and wedges, and I must have

so many drills of different sizes, and so

many sledges and hammers." Another

man says, "I am going to make the tools;

I have the ability, and I will make the

instruments from the ore in the moun-

tain." You remember what Nephi did.

When he came to the sea, and prepared

to build his barge, the Lord showed him

the ore, and Nephi made the tools with

which he formed his barge. He did not

have to go back to Jerusalem to get tools.

I would like to see a little more of that

skill displayed here than I do at the

present time. I am using this compari-

son to show that we, in our poverty, have

this work to do.

As was observed this morning, in a

wholesome, lovely, excellent discourse,

we will have to go to work and get

the gold out of the mountains to lay

down, if we ever walk in streets paved

with gold. The angels that now

walk in their golden streets, and they


