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believe that I have proved to every per-

son that my chastisements have not been

in anger, malice, or wrath, but in the

spirit of a father; and I believe that all

good men I have chastened are satis-

fied of this fact. I do not know but

that some have apostatized whom I have

chastened, but they are very few. Once

in a while you will find a person, that

must have a severe chastisement, leave

the kingdom of God; but this is very sel-

dom.

True, there are degrees of feeling and

degrees of chastisement, and you are

led to chastise one man differently to

what you do another. You may, figura-

tively speaking, pound one Elder over

the head with a club, and he does not

know but what you have handed him a

straw dipped in molasses to suck. There

are others, if you speak a word to them,

or take up a straw and chasten them,

whose hearts are broken; they are as ten-

der in their feelings as an infant, and

will melt like wax before the flame. You

must not chasten them severely; you

must chasten according to the spirit that

is in the person. Some you may talk to

all day long, and they do not know what

you are talking about. There is a great

variety. Treat people as they are.

When you consider that you are not

worthy to belong to the kingdom of God,

wait a moment. Would you like to be a

Saint? "Yes; I would give anything in the

world—yea, my life, to be a true Latter-

day Saint." What, and then say you are

not worthy to have a name in the king-

dom of God? That is the most unwise ex-

pression you have uttered. We are mak-

ing Saints of just such characters. I ex-

pect to be made a Saint myself, though

I have many weaknesses about me. I

am going to get rid of them as fast as I

can. Have I not a desire to do right? Yes;

and the Gospel is designed to make us

better and bring us to understanding.

When you are rebuked by each other—

when brethren meet you and say, "This

is wrong in you," you should receive

it kindly, and express your thanks for

the reproof, and acknowledge the wrong

frankly, and admit that you may fre-

quently do wrong when you do not know

it, and say, "I wish you to enlighten my

mind, to take me by the hand, and let me

go along hand in hand, and strengthen

and sustain each other." What, in your

weaknesses? Yes. Do you expect to see a

perfect man? Not while you stay here.

To the capacity you are now in, as

mortal beings, a certain degree of perfec-

tion belongs. Many attain to this, and

they have as good desires to be Saints

as ever the angel Gabriel had. Then,

will you cast a person off for his weak-

nesses? No. Rebuke him for his weak-

nesses, and convince him of them, and

point out the right path, and see whether

he will not walk in it. This is the way I

wish the Elders to treat each other. Do

not be afraid, nor hesitate, if you can pos-

sess the Spirit of Christ, to meet your

brother, or your wife, or child, and re-

prove a wrong in the spirit of meekness.

Never be afraid to testify against evil,

and you will remove the wrong and do

good. But when you have the spirit of

envy, and feel, "Such an individual has

trampled upon my toes—he has sought

to injuremy character by speaking evil of

me," you are more or less out of the way. I

wish all the Elders thought as I do about

character; then they would never trou-

ble themselves about what others said of

it. But if you rightly gain influence, pre-

serve that. And if you have been wrong,

and that wrong is taken from you, it will

create influence for you, and give you fa-

vor before God and with the Saints; but

if you cling to the evil, it will deprive you

of gaining that influence you desire.


