
I do not know but that kings of the 
earth would give half their kingdoms, if 
they could have the affections of their sub-
jects: they know they have them not. No 
President of the late United States ever had 
the affections and sympathies of half his 
constituents. Rulers in the nations would 
give worlds, if they could have the influ-
ence of the people they preside over that I 
have in the midst of this people. They have 
not got it. And the man that is now inau-
gurated President of a part of the States 
of America would give half of his power, 
if he could have the influence among his 
constituents that I have in the midst of the 
kingdom of God. He cannot get it. Rebuke 
him, and he will resent it in a moment. 
Let one of his cabinet—I would not care 
if it was William H. Seward—go to the 
President and tell him that he is wrong, 
and he will at once resent it. He would say, 
“I think I know as well as you.” And per-
haps he does know more than Mr. Seward, 
upon all points of sound intelligence. 
James Buchanan would resent it; and even 
as good a man as Washington was would 
resent it. He would believe that his dignity 
was infringed upon, if he had been told 
that he was in fault.

If you gain a righteous influence, pre-
serve that as you would the apple of your 
eye. As for your good name before the 
people, if your brother tells you of your 
wrongs and shows your faults, what are you 
going to do about it? Your best plan will 
be, if you have done wrong, to repent and 
refrain from that wrong, and ask forgive-
ness of your brethren and of God, and do 
wrong no more, and you will regain your 
influence. If you have done wrong, though 
all creation says you have not, what does 
that amount to? Nothing; for they would 
all be wrong on that point.

Do not throw away a man or a woman, 
old or young. If they commit an evil to-
day, and another tomorrow, but wish to be 
Saints and to be forgiven, do you forgive 
them, not only seven times, but seventy 
times seven in a day, if their hearts are fully 
set to do right. Let us make it a point to 
pass over their weaknesses and say, “God 
bless you in trying to be better in time 
to come,” and act as wise stewards in the 
kingdom of God.

I have spoken longer than I expected to, 
and wish brother Kimball to address you.

God bless you! Amen.
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