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increase in the light and knowledge of

the truth, and to set an example that is

worthy of all imitation.

Seeing that I have been called upon

to make a few remarks, I feel disposed

to take for my text, "Latter-day Saint."

If you take up the character of an El-

der in Israel—one who has received the

Gospel in humility, been ordained to the

Holy Priesthood because of his faithful-

ness, who has preached to the nations of

the earth, borne a faithful testimony to

the truth of our holy religion, what more

do you want? And what more can you

ask in proof of that man's integrity? Do

you want to search in the kingdoms of

this world for any other testimony than

that which we have received? No. Nei-

ther do we want to inquire, except in the

household of faith, respecting the char-

acter of our brethren. The very moment

that a man lets go his testimony and

the spirit of his religion, where is his

faith? And where is his power? They

pass into the shade: the testimony first

given is laid by; it is put aside—his faith,

his wisdom, the power—to receive some-

thing else; and the vacuum is filled up

with darkness. Is not a man in that sit-

uation a suitable subject for the Devil

to work upon? Yes, he is. Having set

aside the Gospel, closed up the channel

of light and the medium through which

he received intelligence, he cannot com-

prehend the things of eternity. He has

turned his attention to something else,

gone after other gods, become subject

to other spirits, from which he receives

dreams and visions that lead him on to

destruction.

If we who profess to be Saints

expect to keep the light of heaven

within us, and the candle of the

Almighty shining round about us, we

must hold fast the beginning of our

confidence and strive to increase in the

principles of life and salvation.

If I were to go and pray to another

God, I should expect that he would give

me revelations to suit his own purpose,

and that he would lead me out of the

path in which I am now striving to walk.

He would lead me away from the true

and living God, and he would lead me

into doubt and darkness.

If we are led by the Spirit of the true

and living God, we are always led aright,

we are always happy—always cheerful,

we rejoice evermore, and pray without

ceasing. We need not fear in regard

to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for it is

as true today as it was when we first

heard it. We have more light, more faith,

more knowledge, and consequently more

power than we ever had before; and God

has just as much right, and he is just as

willing to reveal his will unto us as he

was twenty years ago.

Let us be prayerful, let us cleanse our

hearts from every impurity, and sanctify

ourselves before our Heavenly Father,

and we shall surely win the prize; but we

cannot upon any other condition. This

is the promise made to us by the Elders

who brought the Gospel to our doors.

We were told to cultivate brotherly kind-

ness, virtue, and charity. We were told

to nourish and cherish the spirit of wis-

dom, and to be constantly striving to add

to our faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,

to knowledge temperance, to temperance

godliness, to godliness brotherly kind-

ness, and to brotherly kindness charity;

and we were told that, if these things

were in us, we should neither be barren

nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

May God bless us all, and enable us

to do these things, is my earnest prayer,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


