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Government caused thousands to be

ruined—to be driven forth into the track-

less wilds, and for want of ordinary sub-

sistence many weakened and died. The

willful neglect of our Government caused

the best blood of this generation to be

shed; it caused hundreds to die through

exposure, and in every respect it has

failed to come out and maintain the

rights of conscience towards the Saints

of the Most High. It would have been

far better for us if we had had no pre-

tensions to government at all, than for

it thus to have encouraged the hand of

the plunderer and of the murderer. We

should have fared much better than we

did, to say nothing of their finally con-

centrating their power and their influ-

ence to wipe us out of existence, after

we had gained a foothold in these dreary

deserts.

Then, so far as we are concerned,

we should have been better without

a government than with such an one.

It is a principle in political economy

that no government shall be bound to-

gether any longer than it is good for

its subjects. Whenever any government

fails to protect and preserve the rights

and interests of its people, they can

no longer be expected to render unto it

their allegiance and support; hence we

see the people occasionally shaking off

the chains of tyranny that bind them.

Through all this abuse and neglect on

the part of the present Government, this

people has shown the most devoted loy-

alty, and they never have breathed a

word or exhibited a desire to throw it

off. When administered in its legitimate

channel, it is one of the best govern-

ments upon the face of the whole earth;

and if it had been used for the purposes

for which it was originally designed, it

would have been both stronger and bet-

ter.

We find no fault with its institu-

tions, neither do we particularly ob-

ject to its form of government; but it

is its administration, and the way its in-

stitutions and laws have been abused.

The way it is now and has for years

past been administered has founded the

cause of complaint. It recognizes the

principle of self-government, that the

people have the right to control. Of that

principle we have long been apprised,

but it has never been extended to us as

a people. Through the arts and plans

of politicians, they have managed to de-

prive Territories of that which is given to

the States. This is contrary to the genius

of the Constitution which gives the peo-

ple the right to choose their own rulers:

taxation should only be exacted where

representation is allowed. These privi-

leges have been withheld from this, as

well as from other Territories; and the

pattern given for this Territory in the or-

ganic act is not materially different from

any other. Our offense has been that we

have asked for those of our own choos-

ing to rule us. It has been the case, it is

true, that they have chosen persons from

the States to hold offices in all the Ter-

ritories, and ostensibly they have made

no difference; but this should be con-

sidered, that the appointing power has

given others the opportunity of making

known their preference, and such wishes

have generally been considered, with the

exception of the people of this Territory.

I am now speaking of the past. Hith-

erto it has been as I have now men-

tioned. This Government has been par-

tial in this and in many other respects,

and has no real claim upon our affec-

tions; but still we seek to preserve those

institutions and to keep sacred those

wise provisions which are embodied in

the Constitution as it was formed by

our fathers; and perhaps we are the

only people that do seek the salvation

of our country at the present time; and

it will finally be shown that we are the


