
only people that will stand by its principles, 
and make it what it was intended to be—
an asylum for the oppressed of all nations.

It is truly a strange crisis to which the 
country has now arrived. It is something 
like a statement I saw the other day, very 
truly depicted, though very humiliating to 
receive, to be compared with an old rotten 
government like that of Austria—a gov-
ernment naturally crumbling to pieces—a 
government notorious for its oppression of 
its subjects for many generations. Another 
and a new one that has not yet attained its 
full size presents the same picture to the 
enlightened world; it also is crumbling to 
pieces from the same cause—corruption 
from the center to the circumference. I do 
not think there is a more corrupt govern-
ment upon the face of the earth. It seems 
that when they commenced their war upon 
us, they commenced to glide the down-
ward road to destruction.

It  is  patent everywhere that the 
Government does not look for anything 
from their public servants but corruption 
and robbery. They settle all their accounts 
with this understanding of the subject, and 
the whole machinery has become corrupt in 
the sight of Heaven and all good men.

In departing from the principles of 
truth, of life and mercy, in rejecting the 
message of salvation that has been sent 
to them, through the instrumentality of 
Joseph Smith, the Prophet of the Most 
High God, who was chosen to open up 
the work of this last dispensation, they 
paved the way for their own destruction. 
They have rolled up against this people in 
their wrath and in their hatred, and have 
striven to destroy the Priesthood from the 
earth. We now begin to see the results. In 
the days of our tribulations they said to 
the mobs, “Go on.” Yes, they encouraged

our enemies in the perpetration of all 
their abominable acts. The Prophet of the 
Lord spoke and told them they should 
have mobs to their heart’s satisfaction, 
but it should be among themselves, one 
State against another, until the whole land 
should be deluged with the blood of its 
inhabitants.

When our people applied to the 
Government to compel the State of 
Missouri to restore us to our lands, they 
pretended they could not interfere with a 
sovereign State; and, as a reward for their 
conduct, they have now got State’s sover-
eignty to their heart’s content; and this will 
continue to be poured back upon them: 
they will have to walk in the road which 
they laid out for us, and that which they 
would have put upon us is now fast coming 
upon their own heads. What more striking 
illustration could be brought to bear upon 
the minds of this people? What course 
could the Lord pursue that would seem 
to satisfy mankind more that these are his 
people, and that this is his work, than that 
which is being daily acted before all the 
world? It is as was said of old—this work 
is as a light set upon a hill. This cause and 
kingdom are a living, perpetual, and final 
testimony to the nations that God is with 
us, though we are despised by the world.

The wicked reject this Gospel and 
this message from the Almighty, which is 
given in much mercy for their salvation. 
The fault must rest upon their own heads; 
they have certainly been warned time and 
again. They live in the time of final warn-
ing, and they begin to feel the reaction 
which is coming upon them. They have 
sent forth their thunderbolts against the 
Lord’s anointed ones, and the rebound is 
beginning to take effect upon their own 
heads. It does seem to me that, if they 
were honest, they would acknowledge this.
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