
But we do not expect them to do it at the 
present time: they are too far steeped in the 
follies and wickedness of the world to con-
fess that God has thwarted their designs. 
Many, perhaps, do see it; but the pride of 
life and their own wicked desires may pre-
vent them from acknowledging the hand of 
God in the midst of this people.

We have been sent forth into the world 
to preach the Gospel, and the Almighty has 
been with us to take care of us. We need 
not fear when nations are crumbling to 
pieces; we need only press on in the way 
of our duty, and there will always be suf-
ficient light given in this kingdom to lead 
every Saint of God in the path of duty and 
of right. It is, then, for every soul to cleave 
to God, walk in the way of righteousness, 
to be united in doing good, to be one in 
heart and in mind—one in purpose and in 
faith, to live our holy religion, and let out-
side things take their course; and let us be 
true to the cause we have espoused, and be 
ready at a moment’s notice to do anything 
that may be required of us. Let our hearts 
and minds swell with thanksgiving to God, 
strive to obtain his Spirit, and we shall see 
the propriety of his working among the 
children of men.

Did any of you ever do anything con-
trary to your own feelings because you were 
set to do it? I have one request to make, 
which is, that when he whom we have all 
known to be the chosen of God to lead this 
people requires anything at our hands, let 
us not only do it, but strive to see a pro-
priety and a consistency in all his plans, 
that we may thereby increase in our faith to 
work with his for the redemption of Israel; 
and we shall soon see the benefit and beau-
ty of doing things with our whole heart.  
It is very easy to find fault with an enter-
prise—much more so than to introduce

one that would be better. It is much easier 
to object than to originate. There is evil 
growing out of this: it breeds division, en-
courages contention; and hence the neces-
sity of striving to get a right conception of 
all things.

Let us seek for light from on high, that 
our actions may be more productive of 
union. Do you not know that when the 
earth is redeemed from sin and iniquity, 
and from the degradation that desolates 
the whole face thereof, that this people 
have the promise of inheriting it forever, 
and that they have now the privilege of 
establishing the principles of truth upon a 
firm foundation, never again to be thrown 
down? Do you not know that it is the privi-
lege of the Saints to take the kingdom and 
possess it as an everlasting inheritance? And 
how is this to be done? Is it to be by go-
ing forth in martial array, and taking it by 
force of arms? No. Not so fast: wait a little. 
It is to be done by snatching from the Devil 
every inch of ground that we can, and then 
keeping it. It is to be brought about by ob-
serving the principles of salvation which 
have been revealed from the heavens for the 
exaltation of the people; it is to be by unit-
ing together that we may become a mighty 
phalanx against which the surges of iniq-
uity may strike in vain.

I always feel happy by going into a settle-
ment and seeing a few faithful Saints. They 
are more precious to me than would be the 
crowns of nations. All this fearful and dark 
influence that is being gathered together 
among the wicked, for the purpose of de-
stroying God’s kingdom, is going to be 
rolled back upon the wicked nations that 
dwell upon the earth’s surface; and they 
will be swept off, and the light of truth and 
the knowledge of God will increase among 
the faithful inhabitants that remain, until  
the whole earth will be illuminated by
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