
We have always had larger congrega-
tions on such occasions as this than we 
have had buildings to accommodate; 
and had it not been that I requested the 
brethren of the city to tarry at home, so 
as to give room to these who should come 
from a distance, the house would have 
been crowded to overflowing, and there 
would have been a large congregation 
outside. I do not know that, this side of 
the day of rest that we are looking for, we 
shall ever have a building large enough to 
accommodate our congregations. When 
we have overcome the enemy to righ-
teousness and have a thousand years to 
work unmolested, I think that we then 
can build a room that will contain as 
many people as can hear the speaker’s 
voice. We have the privilege, it is true, of 
assembling in the open air, where most of 
our Conferences have been held.

We now enjoy the anniversary of  
our General Conference. The Church  
i s  th i r ty -one  year s  o ld  today .  I t  
seems but a short time—but a few  
days, since there were only six mem-

bers in this Church. It seems but a short 
time since I desired most fervently to see 
someone who was a foreigner baptized 
into this Church. I well remember how 
anxious I was that an English preacher 
belonging to the Independents, and with 
whom I was acquainted, should come 
into the Church, that he could go to his 
native land and preach the Gospel there. 
What were the feelings of the few, thirty-
one years ago today?

Brother Kimball observed in his re-
marks, that he could recollect the his-
tory of this Church from its beginning, 
and understood the persecutions against 
this people. The Book of Mormon was 
translated near where we then resided, as 
we might say, in our own neighborhood. 
It was translated about as far from where 
brother Kimball then lived as it is from 
here to Little Cottonwood; and where 
Joseph first discovered the plates was about 
as far from where I then lived as it is from 
here to Provo. Here we would have con-
sidered the discoverer of those plates and 
the translator of the Book of Mormon as
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