2 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

one of our neighbors. We are in the
habit here of traveling more frequently
and further than we were there. From
the time that Joseph had his first revela-
tion, in the neighborhood where brother
Kimball and I then lived, appears but
a few days. Since then this people
have passed through, experienced, and
learned a great deal.

If there is a person in the midst of the
Latter-day Saints—one who has named
the name of Christ as a Latter-day Saint,
that can ask for any more literal testi-
mony than we have, I do not know what
he would ask. He might wish to see some
person that had power to bring fire down
from heaven. Should such a person ap-
pear, the exercise of that power would by
no means prove that he was a messenger
of salvation. Or suppose that I should
see a man capable of raising the dead ev-
ery hour in a day, could I merely for that
believe he was sent of God? No. Some
may think it strange, but should I see a
man come along here and cast his cane
on the floor, and it became a serpent and
ran out of the door, would I anymore be-
lieve that man to be sent of God? No, I
would not. Were I to see a person fill the
air with living creatures, turn the dust
into life, or the river Jordan into blood,
do you suppose I would any more for that
consider that man sent of God? Not in
the least. There is but one witness—one
testimony, pertaining to the evidence of
the Gospel of the Son of God, and that
is the Spirit that he diffused among his
disciples. Do his will, and we shall know
whether he speaks by the authority of
the Father or of himself. Do as he com-
mands us to do, and we shall know of the
doctrine, whether it is of God or not. It is
only by the revelations of the Spirit that
we can know the things of God.

Suppose that we should see

a man capable of raising the dead and
he should say, "Consequently, I ought to
be the leader of the Church—the legiti-
mate heir that God has appointed to per-
form his work in the last days," would
I for that believe him? No. I have
never seen the day, since I arrived at
the years of discretion, when it would
have made any difference in my feelings.
Almost one of the first things I read in
the Bible was that Saul, in his darkness
and unbelief, called on the Witch of En-
dor for a revelation, and she had power
to raise Samuel from the dead. What
proof was that that she was a Saint of
God? If the people want anymore wit-
ness than they have, I do not know what
they would call for. Seek for the Spirit of
Truth, and that will bring all things to
your remembrance that Jesus spake and
performed—all that has been, is, and
that which is to come, so far as may be
necessary. That is the Spirit by which
Joseph spoke.

I am thankful that we live to see this
day, and have the privilege of assembling
ourselves in these valleys. We are not
now mingling in the turmoils of strife,
warring, and contention, that we would
have been obliged to have mingled in,
had not the Lord suffered us to have been
driven to these mountains—one of the
greatest blessings that could have been
visited upon us. It has been designed for
many generations to hide up the Saints
in the last days until the indignation of
the Almighty be over. His wrath will be
poured out upon the nations of the earth.
We see the nations steadily driving along
to the precipice. The Lord has spoken
from the heavens, and he is about to ful-
fil the prophecies of his ancient and mod-
ern Prophets. He will bring the nations
into judgment, and deal with them and
make a full end of them. Do you wish to
see it done today? Are you prepared for



