
the crisis that will eventually come?  
No.

I have frequently thought upon the 
preparation that is necessary. Suppose the 
word should come, “Return and build up 
the Center Stake of Zion,” are we ready 
for it? No. I have often alluded to our 
mechanics. We have not a mechanic that 
would know how to lay the first stone 
for the foundation of the wall around the 
New Jerusalem, to say nothing about the 
temples of our God. Are you prepared 
for the day of vengeance to come, when 
the Lord will consume the wicked by the 
brightness of his coming? No. Then do not 
be too anxious for the Lord to hasten his 
work. Let our anxiety be centered upon 
this one thing, the sanctification of our 
own hearts, the purifying of our own af-
fections, the preparing of ourselves for the 
approach of the events that are hastening 
upon us. This should be our concern, this 
should be our study, this should be our 
daily prayer, and not to be in a hurry to 
see the overthrow of the wicked. Be care-
ful; for if they were all to be overthrown at 
once, how many would there be left that 
are called Saints? Not as many as I would 
have remain. We are prepared for the day 
that is approaching: let us then prepare 
ourselves for the presence of our Master—
for the coming of the Son of Man. The 
wicked and the ungodly are preparing for 
their own utter overthrow, and the na-
tion in which we live is doing so as fast as 
the wheels of time can roll, and ere long 
sudden destruction will come upon them. 
Seek not to hasten it, but be satisfied to 
let the Lord have his own time and way, 
and be patient. Seek to have the Spirit of 
Christ, that we may wait patiently the time 
of the Lord, and prepare ourselves for the 
times that are coming. This is our duty.

We are blessed in these mountains.

This is the best place on the earth for the 
Latter-day Saints. Search the history of all 
the nations, and every geographical posi-
tion on the face of the earth, and you can-
not find another situation so well adapted 
for the Saints as are these mountains. Here 
is the place in which the Lord designed 
to hide his people. Be thankful for it; be 
true to your covenants; be faithful, each 
and every one. How frequently we hear 
from each other, “Be ready to receive the 
truth. If it is contrary to our feelings—let 
it be ever so opposite to our own feelings 
or affections—receive the words of coun-
sel from those who are appointed to lead 
us.” How my heart longs to see the breth-
ren and sisters in a condition that when 
the words of truth and virtue—righteous 
words of counsel—are poured upon them, 
they will meet like drops of water meeting 
each other. How I long to see the breth-
ren, when they hear the words of truth 
poured upon them, ready to receive those 
words because they are perfectly congenial 
to their feelings, and every soul exclaim, 
“Those words savor of the Spirit that is in 
me; they are my delight, my meat, and my 
drink; they are the streams of eternal life. 
How congenial they are, instead of their 
being contrary to my feelings.”

If I or any other man give counsel 
that meets with opposition, that in-
trudes upon the affections, meditations, 
and feelings of the people, and is harsh 
to their ears, bitter to their souls, it is ei-
ther not the words of truth, or they have 
not the fountain of life within them, one 
of the two. If the Lord speaks from the 
heavens, reveals his will, and it comes in 
contact with our feelings and notions of 
things, or with our judgments, we are 
destitute of that fountain of truth which 
we should possess. If our hearts are filled 
with the Spirit of truth, with the Spirit of
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