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our sphere, we need not expect to find oth-
ers perfect in theirs; and as we are not per-
fect ourselves, we may have need to come
to the throne of mercy and ask for wisdom
and support, and we can come to the Lord
with faith and full assurance. If we have
need to come to the Lord, so have you. Be
careful, then, how you judge. We can say
to all, With what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged; and with what measure, ye
mete, it shall be measured to you again.

In regard to our criticism on the acts
of public men, whatever we may feel in
regard to their acts, it is best to let it be
laid aside for the general good of all; or, in
other words, we do not think, or should
not think, we are the smartest men in the
world. It appears natural to us to think
that we are as competent to judge as any-
body else, and yet we think that those who
dictate matters ought to have the Spirit of
the Lord to guide them, and consequently
yield our judgment to theirs, and we strive
to carry out the principles of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in our actions. We do it to a
great extent, but not so fully as we might
do. It is all voluntary on the part of the
people; but generally, out of respect to the
superior intelligence of those that are asso-
ciated with the dictation of affairs, we act
with them. Although we may feel an un-
certainty in regard to the views of some,
yet with those feelings we act in unison to
a certain extent, and we yield to the judg-
ment of the majority, and to that of those
whose right it is to nominate and dictate in
the kingdom of God.

So far, then, as we have made progress
in those things, so far have we advanced in
the knowledge of the Gospel of Christ, and
so far have we become strong and powerful
as a people upon the earth.

There is a little difference between
our principles, or, I should say, the
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principles of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, and what are called
democratic principles. Democracy governs
by the people alone; and, as was stated this
morning, where the people are pure and
living under the influence of correct prin-
ciples, and are seeking to do right, it is one
of the best governments on the earth. But
where the people are wicked and corrupt,
that alters the case very materially. It is not
with us as it is with democracy. We do
not believe that any people are capable of
governing themselves. There is no need of
entering into an argument upon the mat-
ter before this congregation; but it is my
opinion that there are no people under the
heavens that now exist, nor are there any
that ever did exist, that are capable of gov-
erning themselves.

There have been a variety of govern-
ments on the earth, and very powerful ones
too have existed in different ages of the
world. Those governments have generally
been established and maintained by force
of arms—by power. Thus many submit
to the few, and the majority have had very
little to say in the matter. We have gener-
ally been in the habit of supposing that
our republican institutions are the most
perfect of anything that can exist among
men—the ne plus ultra of human govern-
ment; and hence we have had a very favor-
ite motto ready always upon our tongue’s
end— Vox populi, vox Dei. 1 do not believe
that the voice of the people is the voice of
God, but would ask, Is it the Northern or
Southern States that are governed by the
Almighty? We have one of the best human
Governments upon the earth governed by
the voice of the people, and yet we are di-
vided, torn asunder, and confused, and ap-
pear to be on the eve of having two govern-
ments, and both republican in their form;
but which of them is governed by God?
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