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might have learned some time ago. But

I will tell you what it is: When God

dictates through the channel that he

has placed upon the earth, he directs

through the gift and power of the Holy

Ghost, and this way manifests his will

to those whose right it is to know it. In

this way he makes known the things of

his kingdom and the principles that are

necessary to the salvation of the people.

Then all the congregation lift up their

hands as a token before God that they

sanction what is presented, and then the

voice of the people is the voice of God.

He first dictates, and then we sustain his

nomination. Thus we have the wisdom

of God associated with the concurrence

of man; and God being governed by the

Spirit of truth, and the Saints possess-

ing and being guided by the gift of the

Holy Ghost, it is the voice of God and the

voice of his people under his direction,

and God and his people are one, as Jesus

said—"I in them, and thou in me, that we

all may be one." This is the way we look

at things, and by pursuing this course we

have made great progress in the princi-

ples of eternal life, and all those things

that devolve upon us to attend to.

What is it that we are after? Is it

to revolutionize these States of Amer-

ica by force, by physical power, by the

sword, and by treading underfoot their

rights? No. Are we striving to over-

throw the nations, and to put our feet

upon the necks of men? No: we care

but very little about them or their con-

cerns. But is there not a kingdom that

God should set up? Yes. Is not this the

stone hewn out of the mountain without

hands, that is to grow into a great king-

dom and fill the whole earth? It is. Then

how are you going to accomplish this

great work? We answer, precisely as the

Lord tells us. We have existed for thirty

years, and we have used a great deal

of our time and labor for the promotion of

this kingdom. But have we at any time

interfered with the rights of others? We

have been outraged and abused in Ohio,

Missouri, and Illinois; but whom have

we interfered with? We are at the de-

fiance of the world to point out a single

instance. Have we attempted to overrun

Texas or NewMexico—to trample under-

foot the people of Nebraska and Kansas,

and make everybody tremble and suc-

cumb by the power of the sword? Have

we interfered with California, Oregon, or

Washington Territory? No, we have not.

Then what have we done to cause

people to be so jealous of us? Why, we

have just let everybody else alone; we

have preached peace and salvation, built

up Zion, and proclaimed the kingdom

of God. They would not, however, let

us alone; but we could not help that.

The very move that they have made and

all the steps that we have taken have

brought us before the nations, and man-

ifested the power of God in a way that

never could have been done otherwise.

They may say what they will, but this

is the result of it. We did not kill them

when we had a chance. They came upon

us and sought to destroy us, and why did

they do this? It was because the Lord

was with us. We could not help them do-

ing as they did, and I suppose they could

not resist the power that prompted them

to do as they have done. However, it is

all right; the hand of God is in it and has

been from the beginning. Do we rejoice

at the present time over the difficulties of

our enemies in the States? No, we would

be glad to do them good, if they would

only let us; but they are unwilling to re-

ceive the truth.

Have we forsaken our covenants?

Or have they violated the law in

their treatment to us? It was shown

very clearly this morning, by President


