UNION, ETC.

Church, God bless the Twelve, the Bish-
ops, and all the constituted authorities
of the Church, and the Lord give me wis-
dom to act according to their dictation,
and the Lord bless all those that believe
on their words." Then there will be a feel-
ing of union in all our small districts; and
instead of its being, "Tom wants to do
this, and Jim wants to do the other," it
will be, "I don't want my way, but I want
the mind and will of God. I want to know
what my duty is, and then I will pray
God to give me grace and power to do
it." This is the feeling of every good, in-
telligent, Latter-day Saint at the present
time, who is seeking to do the will of God
upon the earth. Never mind if somebody
is trying to encroach; never mind about
your independence and your rights.

I was talking to a man, the other
day, who said—"I must have my rights."
I replied to him, "I have no rights only
those that God gives me." "But I have
been imposed upon," said the man. Well,
what if you have? It is a great deal bet-
ter than if you had imposed upon some-
body else. Just say, "Why, that man don't
know any better; and if he can stand it, I

"

can.

These are our feelings in regard to
rights. There was a time when I thought
I had a great many rights of my own, but
now I have got to understand that I have
all the rights that God will give me, and
I don't want to have any more. I want
to live in the light of his countenance, to
ask him to give me his Spirit, and then
I know I shall prosper. When you feel
like talking about your rights, let me ad-
vise you to go into your closet, forget your
imaginary rights, and ask the Lord to
give you wisdom to guide you aright, that
you may act before him as children of
the light, and not be the means of throw-
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ing a stumbling block in the way of oth-
ers. By pursuing this course, you will get
along much easier, and there will not be
near so much of that spirit of grumbling
and complaining.

It would be first rate for many Latter-
day Saints to consider the following sen-
timent of the poet—

Were half our time in reasoning
spent, To heaven in supplication sent,
Our cheerful songs would oftener be,
Hear what the Lord has done for me.

I believe what he has done for me and
for this people to be saving in its nature,
and to be the best that could have been
done for us. Let us all seek to do right,
get the Spirit of the Lord, and allow that
to govern and dictate us.

Suppose there are some who do not
do exactly right in some places, what of
that? There are many things that are
not right. Never mind; everything that
is wrong will in due time be righted. Per-
mit me to bring a figure before you. A
year ago last winter there was a very se-
vere frost, and it injured the fruit trees.
Some who professed to be judges thought
it best to cut down the peach trees; some
thought that if left alone they would still
grow, and therefore they left them alone
to see how many would live. There was
quite a difference of opinion upon the
subject, and some adopted one plan, and
some another. The general impression
was, I believe, that it would be best to cut
off those limbs that were frostbitten and
that did not appear to have much sap in
them.

Now, my doctrine is, Prune the trees,
or, in other words, the branches of the
great tree to which we are connected,
just at the time when it will do the least
injury. It requires great wisdom, how-
ever, to prune and regulate the Church of
Christ. There were a great many of our
people got frostbitten—a kind of dead in
their spirits, and some were for going
right to work and pruning; but hold on.



