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Said Jesus, "The wheat and tares must
grow together until harvest." Perhaps
you would pull up the wheat with the
tares, if you were to do it when you think
best. If there is nothing good in a man,
he will by-and-by develop the evil that
is in him, and then everybody will agree
that the pruning ought to be done, and
the branch ought to be cut off; but if the
good preponderates, it would be wrong
because of prejudice or ignorance, to de-
stroy the good. It is best to leave it to the
husbandman, and then all the congrega-
tion will say Amen.

There are a great many things that
might be spoken about to further illus-
trate this subject, but the same principle
applies everywhere. For instance, there
were two or three of us went up to Salt
Creek a few days ago to attend to some
business; and by the accounts given and
the reports circulated, a stranger would
have thought that we had got one of the
most mean and contemptible of men for
a Bishop: but when the matter came
up for investigation, there was not one
solitary charge that could be sustained;
the man was innocent. Now, I would
rather be found at some other business
than to be finding fault with and accus-
ing my brethren. If people would leave
such things alone a little more than they
do, and leave the management of them to
the proper authorities, it would be bet-
ter. Suppose a corrupt man is presid-
ing in a certain place, his corruptions are
soon known. People need not strive to
turn good into evil because they think
that some man does wrong. They need
not turn calumniators and defamers, for
all will come right in its turn. Then
attend to your own business, work the
works of righteousness, sustain the con-
stituted authorities of the Church until
God removes them, and he will do it in
his own time. Bishops, be after such
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men as speak against the Lord's
anointed. The Priesthood is placed in
the Church for this purpose, to dig, to
plant, to nourish, to teach correct prin-
ciples, and to develop the order of the
kingdom of God, to fight the devils, and
maintain and support the authorities of
the Church of Christ upon the earth. It
is our duty all to act together to form one
great unit—one great united phalanx,
having sworn allegiance to the kingdom
of God; then everything will move on
quietly, peaceably, and easily, and then
there will be very little trouble. I never
want to interfere with anybody else's
business: I always find enough to attend
to of my own.

There was a man came to me, a short
time ago, and wanted me to do some-
thing about a decision of a High Coun-
cil. T told him I would have nothing to
do with it. It was presumable to me
that they had done right—that twelve
disinterested men were more likely to
judge correctly than one man who was
evidently interested. I did not want to be
entangled in affairs that did not belong
to me. Ilike people to attend to their own
affairs.

Am I an Apostle? 1 would like to
magnify my calling. Am I an Elder, a
Bishop, a Priest, a Teacher? If I am, I
would like to magnify my calling, that I
might secure the honor and glory of God,
and promote the welfare of his kingdom,
and be a coworker in the establishment
of the principles of righteousness, and
become a blessing to my neighborhood.
What do we see our President at? Is he
sitting down at ease, allowing the time
to pass unimproved? No: he is stimu-
lating us to good works. He is saying
to the Elders, Go forth and preach the
Gospel, gather the poor, send out your
teams and your young men, and thus
show that you can do something for the
gathering of scattered Israel. Get the



